
I/We hereby agree to support: 
Paul and Gena Nelson 
Project #10998-69482  

 

________________________________ 
Name of Individual(s), Congregation, or Organization 

 
________________________________ 
Address 

 
________________________________ 
City, State, Zip 

 
____________________________________________ 
My email address 
 
____________________________________________ 
My cell phone number 

Amount of support from our Family, Congregation, or Organization  $_________________     
Please make all checks payable to: 

Mission Central 
40718 Highway E16 
Mapleton, IA 51034 

If you have any questions, please call 712-882-1029 or send us an email at: 
gary.thies@lcms.org    or   steve.schulz@lcms.org 

 

The Rev. Paul A. and Genevieve (Gena) Nelson 
serve on behalf of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) in Southeast Asia, based in Medan, 
Indonesia. In this role, Paul works with deployed 
staff, partner churches and partner organizations 
throughout the region to provide theological 
training, pastoral mentoring and pastoral care. His 
work involves extensive travel as he creates and 
nurtures relationships in a variety of cultures and 
languages. 

Paul grew up in Mesa, Ariz., and holds a bachelor’s 
degree in history from Arizona State University as 
well as a Master of Divinity degree from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. Upon ordination, he served as 

pastor of First Lutheran Church of Camarillo, Calif. (2008–2010), and as pastor of Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, Santa Barbara, Calif. (2010–2021). He also has over 20 years of experience as a post-
secondary instructor and corporate technology trainer. In his free time, Paul enjoys reading, writing, 
traveling, cooking and pocket billiards. 

Gena was born in Goroka, Papua New Guinea, where her family served with the LCMS. She 
received an associate degree in biblical studies from Lutheran Bible Institute, formerly located in 
Issaquah, Wash., and then completed a bachelor’s degree in behavioral science at Concordia 
University Irvine, Irvine, Calif. She later founded and directed the International Friendship House in 
Tempe, Ariz. Gena’s hobbies include breadmaking, dancing, traveling and tea. The Nelsons have 
three children: Alec, Mika and Caedmon. 

Pray for Paul and Gena as they serve in Southeast Asia. Pray also for each member of the family as 
children leave the nest and family dynamics shift and adjust. Let us give thanks that the Nelson 
family is serving in this part of the world. 
 

Birthdays: Paul, March 29; Gena, August 7; 

Alec, May 27; Mika, Dec. 17, Caedmon, May 4 

Anniversary:  July 8 

Rev. Paul and Gena Nelson and Family,  
Our Missionaries in Indonesia   

Project #10998-69482  
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CG 09/09/2024 

(If applicable) 
This gift is given in memory of /honor of: 

 
 

Name _________________________________ 
 

Please provide name and address of person to 
be notified of your gift: 

 
___________________________________ 

 
___________________________________ 

 
___________________________________ 

Official Adoption Agreement 
for the 

Direct Support of 

PLEASE NOTE! 
Any letters or birthday/anniversary wishes should be 
sent ONLY via email to the following address(s): 

paul.nelson@lcms.org 

Date: _________________________ 


