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      Did You Know? 
 

• International workers re-
turn to the US every 2-3 
years for Home Service 

• Home Service is usually 8 
weeks long—6 weeks re-
connecting with partners 
and 2 weeks for personal 
needs, appointments, and 
time with family 

• Home Service is about 
keeping partners connect-
ed to the work they make 
possible overseas! 

To be added to or removed 
from this mailing list, send an 

email message to 
paul.nelson@lcms.org  

with the word ADD or RE-
MOVE in the subject line. 

2026 Home Service 
        WARNING!!!!! 
 

Please DO NOT post 
this newsletter on the 

Internet without  
our permission! 

For more regular updates 
and images of our life in 
Medan, Indonesia please 

visit our blog: 
http://partners-apart.org 

 
Or click HERE! 

It’s crazy to think it was 2024 when we went on our first Home Service.  Now we’re start-
ing to plan our 2026 visit, and we’d love to have your help! 
 
Home Service usually happens every two years, and is an opportunity to reconnect with 
our partners in the US.  We can provide firsthand updates about our work here, answer 
questions, and thank you for making our work here possible.  
 
If you’d like a visit to hear about work in Asia, please let us know!  Our tentative dates are 
from April 10 through June 15.  Our home base will be the Phoenix area.  We’ll be mak-
ing a swing through Southern California early on, and we have a visit to the International 
Center (LCMS HQ) in St. Louis in mid-May.  Otherwise, our time is flexible and open at 
this point.   
 
We’d be very happy to come by and visit with your congregation.  While most partner 
congregations want us on a Sunday morning, we have LOTS of options for mid-week vis-
its as well with youth groups, confirmation classes, LWML meetings, Bible studies, and 
pastor winkels.  We are also happy to visit Lutheran schools, whether primary, secondary 
or university level. 
 
The sooner we hear from you the better we can prioritize your congregation’s request and 
timing.  Feel free to e-mail us if you have questions and we can strategize with you on the 
best way to visit.  We look forward to seeing you soon! 

A visit to Crown of Life Lutheran for our 2024 Home Service! 

http://partners-apart.org


Prayers 
and Thanksgivings 

 
• Prayers for our contin-

ued safe travels 
• Thanksgiving for part-

ners like you! 
• That the Gospel would 

continue to spread 
throughout creation 

There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mis-
sionaries. Check out the 

current list and download 
an application at: 

lcms.org/service.  

To support our work financially, make checks payable (memo line: “Support of Rev. Paul A.  
Nelson”) to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
888-930-4438  
 
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page at 
lcms.org/Nelson.  
 

Mission Central provides in-
credible financial support to 
LCMS workers around the 

world—including us!  Contact 
Mission Central for more in-

formation! 

https://missioncentral.us 

A Slower October 
 
October was a comparatively quiet month and a chance to catch up on paperwork and oth-
er, more mundane necessities.  After the frenetic pace of the summer and early fall, it was a 
much needed time to catch my breath and actually be at home for a few days!  Life over-
seas is often envisioned as exotic and adventurous.  Certainly it can and does have those 
elements.  But it also has a lot of necessary but comparatively boring aspects—like paper-
work and e-mail!  They are essential, of course, but not what comes to mind when people 
think about serving overseas.  Sometimes because of my intense travel schedule and teach-
ing schedule, I have to catch up on the more routine aspects of my service in between trav-
els. 
 
My first of two trips was to Baguio, Philippines.  There I completed the final week of the 
courses I began in August.  A good chance to reconnect with the students, provide them 
feedback on their written assignment, and speed them on their way.  Fortunately the weath-
er was calm, a very elusive phenomenon for the Philippines this year.  And I was only there 
for a week this time.  But a good opportunity to connect with the students again.  It’s one of 
the few bits of continuity in my work that is otherwise so scattered and sporadic throughout 
Asia.  Additionally, this will be the last time I teach at the seminary in Baguio—probably 
until August of 2026.   
 
My other trip in October was to Hong Kong and Macau.  This was my first visit back since 
my inaugural trip in February of this year.  I was able to reconnect with Rev. Michael Wu, 
our longtime Alliance missionary in Macau.  I was able to meet the incoming temporary 
pastor of St. Peter Lutheran Church in Macau and spend some time with a short-term mis-
sion team visiting from Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit in San Francisco, CA. 
 
I also had the opportunity to visit with our friend Carol in Hong Kong.  As usual she had 
lots of good stories to share about life in Taiwan and the way the Holy Spirit works unex-
pectedly and marvelously.  I was able to help her with some technology upgrades which 
she was grateful for.  Although not easy, I believe her tech is all functioning properly 
now—which I can only take a small amount of credit for.  But at least I could help guide 
her into what sorts of tech she needed to upgrade and assist her as she went shopping for it. 
 
Please continue your prayers for the Asia Region.  The Regional Director transferred to 
another Region in July, and the Regional Business Manager concluded his responsibilities 
in the Region this month after his resignation this summer.  In the meantime myself and the 
other two Area Facilitators work with executive OIM leadership in St. Louis to keep things 
functioning here.  Thankfully, that’s not an onerous undertaking thanks to the amazing 
experience and capabilities of the entire OIM Asia workforce.  Talk about a bunch of high-
ly motivated and able people!  It’s a blessing to serve them and our regional church part-
ners.  Pray we will be able to constructively strengthen and expand work in Asia.  Pray also 
for those who have departed for personal reasons, that they would be led to new vocational 
opportunities that allow them to continue to utilize their God-given gifts.   
 
Fortunately we have a wonderful team in St. Louis at the International Center that  contin-
ues to provide necessary support during this time of transition.  Things would be considera-
bly harder—and perhaps impossible– to continue if it weren’t for their steadfastness.  
Many of them have overseas experience themselves and know what it’s like to be trying to 
dot all the I’s and cross all the T’s so far from home.  Please join us in thanksgiving for 
their continued work! 
 

In my Father's house 
are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I 

have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for 

you?  
~ John 14:2 ~ 

https://missioncentral.us/

