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Our %rst email/post in our new format! I’m excited to share with you all in this way.

We’re now deep into the school year. Regular activities for young and old happen each
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week at the K4 Community Center and church plant. About a year ago we had a pretty
standard group of children join us each week for Kids’ Club, which happens every
Wednesday aLernoon. That same group of kids started coming to our Friday evening
program. And now, nine unchurched kids, a little neighborhood banda as we might
refer to them in Czech, join us on Sundays for the Divine Service. It isn’t every week,
but it is becoming more and more frequent.

I know they’re coming into the building when I hear the wheels of their scooters thud
against the tile Pood of K4. They’re usually thirsty for a drink of water (preferably with
some syrup added to it). I believe they are thirsty for the Gospel as well. While it’s hard
for them to stay in one place for the entirety of the Divine Service, we’re learning
together.

The children stay with the congregation in the main room for confession and
absolution, to sing, to hear the Word of God read, and to learn the selected portion of
Luther’s Small Catechism for the week. During the sermon I lead the children in a
small lesson on the Seventh Commandment in a smaller room oU the main one. We
head back in for the rest of the service, to pray, to receive blessings, to learn about the
giLs God is bestowing on His people. And then they head oU for the week, for it to
happen all over again.

At the start of this year, I began praying that this would be a year of faith and
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baptisms. Do I think God has given some of these children faith? Yes. Many of them
would say so as well. So now we grow together. We learn about the Father our creator,
the Son our savior, and the Spirit our helper.

And not only the children, but our entire lovely little congregation is encouraged to
learn the same parts of the Small Catechism and to rePect on God’s Word for the week.
(Thanks to Rev. Peter Bender for giving us much to think about at this summer’s
Eurasia missionary retreat.)

Join Becca and me in prayer that each child who enters K4 would be given faith and
led to the waters of Holy Baptism. God grant that we all grow in our faith and
knowledge of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Grace and peace to you all,
Ben, Becca, & Viktor

4 Likes

Previous


