
During October, Christ Lutheran Church’s youth group had the 
largest group we’ve had in some time, with 17 people joining 
for the usual Saturday night activities. What a blessing to have 
so many sacrifice time from their busy lives for fellowship and 
study of Scripture! While we rejoice when everyone can turn 
up at the same time, the week to week reality is different. 
Some weeks we are a smaller group, for a variety of reasons. 
People get called away to work. They have family obligations. 
They cram during exam season. Or, they just don’t come. 
While that can be disappointing in the moment, we always try 
to take a long-term view. We do this in a couple ways. First, if 
at all possible, we will meet even with a small group. This 
builds consistency and routine. Second, when someone 
returns after an absence, we welcome them back 
enthusiastically. We want Saturday nights to be a blessing 
rather than a burden. We don’t want people to avoid joining 
out of fear of judgment, but rather we want them to join out 
of freedom and acceptance. That doesn’t mean that 
confrontations don’t happen—difficult discussions are 
essential to discipleship—but Saturday nights are not for that. 
We want these young people to know that no matter how 
they feel, or how busy they are, or how long they’ve been 
away, or how disconnected from Christian community they’ve 
been, or what sin or problem they are struggling with, they 

have a place at this table. They have a community that cares about them. And most of all, they have a God who loves them fiercely and still speaks to them 
through His Word. Indeed, that night we studied the Parable of the Persistent Widow (Luke 18:1-8), in which Jesus encourages us to pray and not lose heart as 
we live in a sinful world, knowing that God loves us and has brought justice in Jesus, even as we wait for the final justice he will bring at the end.

Aimee traveled to the Wittenberg, Germany to 
attend LCMS Office of International Mission 
(OIM) Africa region’s conference. Why would 
Aimee go to Germany to attend an Africa 
Gathering!? Since Wittenberg was the starting 
point of the Lutheran Reformation, an 
International Lutheran Center has been 
established there. While OIM missionary 
gatherings are usually close to home, recently 
each region has planned one for Wittenberg, 
like this Africa gathering. Indeed, Aimee is 
planning Asia’s gathering in Wittenberg for 
June 2026, and went to get a firsthand view of 
the transportation logistics, meetings spaces, 
lodging, excursion possibilities, and food 
options. Finally, while there, Aimee was able to 
meet with OIM staff from other regions who 
also care for missionaries (pictured from left: 
Shara Osiro, Melissa Pflug, and Tirzah Krey). 
After countless meetings on Zoom, what a gift 
it was to meet in person!
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Praises: for the opportunity to encourage and be 
encouraged by the youth of Cambodia; for Aimee’s 
productive trip to Germany; for encouraging recent 
workgroup meetings with fellow OIM Asia missionaries. 

Wanna help us impact the people of Cambodia? 
Give here or mail a check to 1) P.O. Box 66861, St. 
Louis, MO 63166 (payable to The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod), OR 2) 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton, 
IA 51034 (payable to Mission Central). For ALL checks, 
in the memo line write “Cima family-Cambodia.”

Prayers: for clarity on some recent health concerns 
for Isaac; for upcoming Small Catechism training; for 
the launch of a grant program for congregations of the 
Cambodia Lutheran Church (funded by LCMS); 

https://www.lcms.org/givenow/cima
https://oldlatinschool.org/about
https://www.lcms.org/osiro
https://www.lcms.org/tirzah.krey
https://www.lcms.org/Pflug
https://cimafam.com/tagged/youthgroup

