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Culture Bites 

Here you will find a small 
sample, tiny nibble or little 
bite of some of the things we 
are learning about Tanzania.  

If you eat meats, how do you 
like them cooked? Here you 
can find meats boiled, fried 
or ‘chome’ (literally burn or 
cooked over fire, think 
grilled). All of these options 
are good.  

Being from Oklahoma, we 
missed our favorite cooking 
method of smoked meats. 
We found a Tanzanian in Dar 
es Salaam who designs, 
makes and cooks on 
smokers! We went ahead 
and ordered a smoker and 
have been figuring out how 
to smoke on it in Africa and 
letting our neighbors and 
church partners here try the 
smoked meats! So far they 
like it very much. Below 
Bryan is adding sweet 
potatoes to the smoker.  

Dear Friends and Family, 

“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 

where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19). 

Through His suffering and death, Christ has made atonement for our sins, and 
alleluia Christ has risen from the dead! Therefore, there can be peace! Peace 
between God and man, a peace that surpasses all understanding.  

April held the annual Africa Region LCMS Missionary meetings in Kenya. 
This is a great opportunity for all LCMS Africa region missionaries to 
reconnect together. The children love to play with the other missionary 
children, and Bryan enjoys the theological discussions while Keah enjoys 
meeting with the women to see how life is going where they live. The group 
photo above includes all who attended.  

Bryan is now teaching for the second semester at the SELVD seminary. 
Things have changed in the SELVD this month. The Assistant to the Bishop, 
Rev. Dr. Mono, was called to be the Bishop of another diocese here in 
Tanzania, the Mwanga 
Diocese. What an honor and 
blessing to have more 
confessional leaders around 
Tanzania. This also means 
the Seminary has lost an 
instructor. Being the first 
year, there is only one group 
of students who are all 
taking the same courses, so 
there is time to plan for next 
year. 

The dedication of the new 
Office building took place 
this month, and the staff 

To be added to or removed from this 

mailing list, send an email to 

bryan.payne@lcms.org with the word 

ADD or REMOVE in the subject line. 

https://www.lcms.org/payne 

SERVING THE LORD IN 

SHINYANGA, TANZANIA 
LETTERS FROM THE PAYNE FAMILY 

Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! 

The Missionaries of the Africa region gathered in Kalifi, Kenya to reconnect.  

During the Africa regional get together, Keah joined the Huff family in 
providing music for the services. She learned so much and looks forward 

to the next time they get to make music together.  

https://www.lcms.org/payne


Rev. Odolous Gyunda, John Lewis and Rev. Payne 

have already moved into the 
new building. It looks very 
nice! The cafeteria now has 
walls and a roof. The 
second floor of the 
classroom building just 
needs some small finishing 
touches, and they continue 
working to complete the 
interior of the third floor.  

The Payne family had some 
visitors to Shinyanga this past month. The first was Mr. John Lewis who 
works in mission advancement as the Africa region liaison with the LCMS. He 
came to see the various projects around the region. The second was Johann 
Nafzger who visited over Easter. He came to Africa as part of the child care 
team for the annual reconnect in Kenya and then traveled to Shinyanga, TZ 
with us to see what life is like as a missionary. He had the opportunity to visit 
the seminary, the Mwadui Home for Children and to attend all the Easter 
services at the main church in town with the Payne family. Rory and Dalton 

really miss having him around 
to play with! 

 

God’s Peace, 

Rev. Bryan, Dcs. Keah, Rory & 
Dalton Payne 

There are many  
opportunities to serve  
as short-term or GEO  
missionaries. Check  
out the current list and  
download an application 
at lcms.org/service. 
 

Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCMS to support the work of 

Rev. Bryan and Dcs. Keah Payne. Make checks payable to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod      OR         Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                         40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861                    Mapleton, IA 51034 

On the memo line include: Payne-Tanzania 

Give securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/payne 

Call a contributor care representative: 888-930-4438 
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Kids’ Corner 

We harvested bananas from our back yard! They 

were so heavy it took both kids to lift them! We 

have also started a weekly tradition of making 

pizza from scratch every Friday we are home. We 

have pizza and a movie and invite our friends to 

join. The children enjoy helping, especially grating 

the cheese and putting the pizzas together. The 

kids are thankful to those who have brought 

pepperonis from the USA. They say, “it tastes more American.”  

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

• The start of the second 

semester at the Seminary. 

• Safe travels in and around 

Tanzania.  

• Our good health. 

• Our continued learning of 

Swahili. 

• The leadership of the 

SELVD church body.  

GIVE THANKS FOR: 

• Good visits with John 

Lewis and Johann 

Nafzger.  

• Keah learning to make 

music with the Huff family. 

PRAISE GOD FOR: 

• The many congregations 

and individuals who pray 

for, encourage and 

support us in so many 

ways, such as you! 

The newly completed and dedicated office building for the SELVD. 

Visiting the home for children in Mwadui with Johann 
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