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      Did You Know? 
 

• LTS anticipates one of 
their biggest freshman 
classes in many years this 
fall—potentially a dozen 
new students, which 
roughly doubles the semi-
nary enrollment! 

• LCP pastors and deacon-
esses complete much of 
the same coursework to-
gether.  

 

To be added to or removed 
from this mailing list, send an 

email message to 
paul.nelson@lcms.org  

with the word ADD or RE-
MOVE in the subject line. 

Back in Baguio 
        WARNING!!!!! 
 

Please DO NOT post 
this newsletter on the 

Internet without  
our permission! 

For more regular updates 
and images of our life in 
Medan, Indonesia please 

visit our blog: 
http://partners-apart.org 

 
Or click HERE! 

I returned to Baguio, Philippines to 
teach at Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary (LTS) during their spring quar-
ter.  I was blessed to be joined by 
Rev. JP Cima, a seminary classmate 
of mine and longtime Asia mission-
ary and theological educator.  He 
taught a course on Hosea, I taught a 
course on Ephesians, and together 
we introduced the first year students 
to the art of homiletics (preaching).   

 

We inaugurated an all-staff/student/
teacher get together one Friday evening, 
bringing in munchies, pizzas and sodas.  
It was well received by everyone, and JP 
made a special friend who wanted to 
keep a close eye on him! 
 
LTS is one of only two completely Lu-
theran, English-speaking seminaries in 
Asia.  As part of the Lutheran Church of 
the Philippines (LCP) it is a strategic 
institution with the capability and will-
ingness to educate students from other 
countries (a recent graduate from Indone-
sia now pastors a congregation in Manila, 
and a Mongolian student is preparing to 
graduate and return to his church in Mon-
golia).  However they need additional 
faculty.  As we help them equip their 
own academics, we supplement as we are 
able from staff around Asia—primarily 
me but whenever possible, others as well.  
We look forward to the arrival of Rev. 
Dr. Walter Steele and his wife Robyn 
who are transferring to Baguio from their 
current field of service in Africa.  Their 
full-time presence in Baguio  will pro-
vide much needed academic assistance 
while also likely acting as a magnet for 
students looking for top-quality theologi-
cal training in Asia! 
 
These are 4th year students on the left, 
graduating this May including one Dea-
coness student! 

http://partners-apart.org


Prayers 
and Thanksgivings 

 
• Prayers for Paul’s con-

tinued safe travels 
• Thanksgiving for our 

partners 
• Prayers for T, in Singa-

pore, who lost his wife 
and unborn child in a 
car accident 

There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mis-
sionaries. Check out the 

current list and download 
an application at: 

lcms.org/service.  

To support our work financially, make checks payable (memo line: “Support of Rev. Paul A.  
Nelson”) to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
888-930-4438  
 
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page at 
lcms.org/Nelson.  

Mission Central provides in-
credible financial support to 
LCMS workers around the 

world—including us!  Contact 
Mission Central for more in-

formation! 
 

https://missioncentral.us 
712-882-1029 

Family Updates 
 
 

...The mountain of the Lord shall 
be established as the highest of 

the mountains, and shall be lifted 
up above the hills; and all the 

nations shall flow to it…. 
 

Isaiah 2:2 

Our family now exists on two sides of the world.  This is something we could never have 
foreseen a few short years ago, yet now seems oddly natural.  Of course we miss our kids, 
but they are starting off on their own journeys right now, as they should.  They thoroughly 
enjoyed and appreciated the opportunity to live overseas for a few years, and we look for-
ward to seeing how that experience impacts their choices of vocation.  
 
Their initial work has been to establish some roots and routines.  They’ve all settled—at 
least for the time being—in Arizona where we have family that can act as an extended 
support to them.  All their grandparents, all their aunts and uncles, and most of their cous-
ins live within a few miles of them, which is a great blessing.  They’ve established resi-
dency which will give them some additional options in terms of finishing up their educa-
tions.  But their first priority has been working in order to gain some experience and to 
save some money. 
 
Caedmon—He’s currently working as a shift leader at Einstein’s Bagels.  He was promot-
ed to this after just a few months of working there, and it has provided some eye-opening 
experience in working with other people and being the middle layer between management 
and rank-and-file employees.  He’s contemplating applying for a position at a bank, which 
more suits his interests in finance.  He’s unsure of what area he’ll finish his college work 
in, possibly business or finance.  His greatest excitement is that he purchased his first car!  
He’s extremely happy, though he’s learning additional lessons about the expenses of own-
ing a vehicle at the age of 18—like how expensive car insurance is! 
 
Mika—Mika has been back the longest—just about a year and a half now.  She’s still 
working at a café.  She’s also been promoted to shift leader and has served in nearly all 
capacities from being a dedicated soup chef to training new hires and working the front 
lines taking customer orders and preparing their food.  She enjoys working around other 
people.  She’s considering returning to Asia to attend a digital illustration program in Kua-
la Lumpur but is considering all her options.  She has nearly completed her first profes-
sional artistic project—illustrating a children’s book that should be available to order 
through Amazon sometime this year! 
 
Alec—Alec returned to the States with a specific goal—to work in food services at a popu-
lar food chain and work his way up the ranks to be a server, taking people’s orders and 
ensuring their experience is positive.  He secured a job at a Chili’s and has mastered nearly 
every position in the restaurant before allowing himself to move up to server.  He’s assist-
ed in training new hires, and become the go-to guy when someone else’s shift needs to be 
covered.  He’s considering where to complete his college education, and whether to focus 
in education, teaching English, or history.  He’s also contemplating a return to Asia if he 
can find th right kind of work opportunity.   
 
Gena—Gena remains in Indonesia with me (thankfully!).  She’s adapting to not having the 
kids around, after years of being not only Mom but also their home-schooling teacher.  She 
continues to develop relationships in Medan and has established some contacts in the refu-
gee community.  Although the nature of how she can be involved with that community (or 
any other group or institution in Indonesia) is extremely curtailed by the rules governing 
my work visa, she’s praying for opportunities to serve and give witness to her faith.   

https://missioncentral.us/

