
Ministry in SouthEast Asia  
Visit us online: theseaside.asia  

The S.E.A. Side 

 Volume 8 Advent 2024 Issue 1 

I don’t have a background in marketing so I 
am simply calling a week long series of activi-
ties  in November “The Big Event.” From Sun-
day 10 November until Monday 18 November 
the LCMS and the GKLI worked together to 
coordinate an LCMS comms team visit, hym-
nal dedication, pastors’ conference, church 
relations visit, and ordination.  
 My family was able to attend the visit to 
Sihabonghabong, the dedication of the BIL, 
and the first two days of the pastors’ confer-
ence. It was a blessing for them to get to see 
how I spend my time when I traveling. It was 
also great for our church partners in Indonesia 
to be able to see the whole family together. 

LCMS Communications Visit 

The LCMS comms team made the long jour-
ney from Saint Louis to spend four days with 
the GKLI. They visited the seminary and cen-
tral office in Sihabonghabong and attended the 
hymnal dedication and pastors’ conference. 
Look for a story in Lutherans Engage next 
spring. You can also look forward to many 
high quality pictures taken by LCMS photog-
rapher Erik Lunsford. 

Dedication of the BIL 

My last newsletter announced that the Buku 
Ibadah Lutheran (BIL) had been sent to the 
printers. I am happy to announce that the 
printing was completed on time and the BIL 
was dedicated on 13 November, the first even-
ing of the pastors’ conference. The pastors 
were excited to use it and the leadership of the 
GKLI seminary wants to start incorporating it 
into daily chapel immediately. After this initial 
printing is used for a few months we will re-
ceive feedback and make needed adjustments. 
Then we will print 3,000 high quality copies.  

GKLI Pastors’ Conference 

GKLI pastors and evangelists gathered in Do-
lok Sanggul for their annual workshop and 
meeting. This year the topics included the BIL, 
Church and Ministry, the Sacraments, and 
Law and Gospel. Pastors Michael Freese and 
Jonathan Shaw from LCMS Church Relations 
helped lead the presentations and daily wor-
ship services. I was grateful for the help! 

Church Relations Visit 

In the evenings after the events of the pastors’ 
conference GKLI leadership met with LCMS 
Church Relations representatives Shaw and 

MEET THE WOOD FAMILY 

Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor,  Caroline, 
and Kermit serve in Medan, Indonesia 
with LCMS International. Matthew sup-
ports The Indonesian Christian Lutheran 
Church (GKLI), by mentoring pastors, 
providing continuing education, and 
managing mercy and translation projects.  

THE  BIG  EVENT  

GIVE NOW & 

KEEP US IN INDONESIA! 
SCAN BELOW  

OR TEXT 

‘LCMSWOOD’ TO 41-444 

OR MAIL IN A CHECK 

Payable to: 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
Saint Louis, MO 63166-6861 
On the memo line include: 

Wood-Indonesia 

Group picture at the Big Event. Photo by Erik Lunsford 

LCMS writer Megan Mertz interviews Bishop 
Jon Albert about the publication of the BIL 

The BIL is received at GKLI Seminary Chapel 



PRAYERS 

SUPPLICATION 

• Lutheran Mission—Australia, 
that the Lord would bless 
their efforts to start a new 
church body faithful to the 
Scriptures and Lutheran Con-
fessions. That the Lord would 
provide for their leadership 
and pastors. 

• Matthew’s travel with GKLI 
Bishop Jon Albert Saragih 
and Pastor Eben Ezer Aruan 
to Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Fort Wayne for 
Symposia and then to Saint 
Louis to visit Concordia Sem-
inary and the LCMS Interna-
tional Center. 

• For Kali, Laurel, Eleanor, Car-
oline, and Kermit as they ad-
just to Matthew’s new work 
responsibilities. 

• For Matthew as he takes on 
new leadership responsibili-
ties. 

THANGKSGIVING 

• For the printing and dedica-
tion of the BIL and the suc-
cessful dedication. 

• For the opportunity to serve 
in the position of Area Facili-
tator. 

• For the success of The Big 
Event and the safe travel of 
all those involved. 

  

NEW POSITION 

THE BIG EVENT CONT. 

Frese. These discussions were a follow up from 
their visit in November 2023 and they made 
good progress toward recognizing church 
fellowship. There is, however, more work to be 
done. 

 Topics discussed in the meetings included 
the practice of women preaching, the im-
portance of using wine for Holy Communion, 
concerns with participation in the Lutheran 
World Federation, education of future church 
workers, and how to adequately reflect fidelity 
to the Scriptures and the Lutheran confessions 
in a church body’s governing documents. An-
other meeting including all the GKLI pastors is 
tentatively planned for early September 2025. 
In addition to meeting with the LCMS the 
GKLI pastors will have the opportunity to 
discuss amongst themselves if they want to 

continue pursuing fellowship with the LCMS. 
I assured the GKLI leadership that my work 
and the work of OIM would continue even if 
official church fellowship is not be recognized.  

Ordination 

All this activity coincided with the ordination 
of four new GKLI pastors. This is significant 
because currently there are about 48 Pastors in 
the GKLI. So ordaining four new men into the 
office increases their available clergy by over 
eight percent!  

 The GKLI does ordinations a little different-
ly than the LCMS. In the LCMS new pastors 
are ordained one by one at a local congrega-
tion. Generally this is their first calling congre-
gation or the congregation they grew up in. 
The GKLI holds one ordination ceremony for 
all the men being ordained that year. Nearly all 
the GKLI pastors are present to offer blessings 
and receive the new pastors into the ministry. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this 
newsletter write to: 

Matthew.Wood@lcms.org 
with ADD or REMOVE in the subject line. 

GKLI and LCMS leaders in Dolok Sanggul. From 
left to right: Sekjend Lamris Malu, Pastor Eben 
Ezer Aruan, Pastor Michael Frese, Bishop Jon 
Albert Siragih, Pastor Jonathan Shaw, Pastor 
Matthew Wood, Pastor Anton Bengurian. 

Mikael Sinaga, Bung Bintoro Hutabarat, Om-
ran Manihuruk, and Benjamin Girsang read for 
their ordination. 

Left to right: Pastor Daniel Jastram, Pastor 
Mitsuo Haga, Pastor Wood meet to discuss 
how to strengthen and support Confessional 
Lutherans in Japan. LCMS OIM and Church Relations meet with 

Lutheran Mission Australia (LM-A) to learn more 
about their efforts to start a confessional Lu-
theran Church body in Australia.  


