Serving in Tanzania December 20, 2024

NEWS FROM THE

CLAUSING FAMILY

888-THE-LCMS | www.lcms.org | infocenter@lcms.org

How to Support Us

To support the LCMS through
the work of Rev. Jonathan
Clausing, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod

P.O. Box 66861

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

-OR-

Mission Central

40718 Highway E-16 Seminary students wave goodbye near the Moshi bus stand.
Mapleton, IA 51034
Make checks payable to The Homeward Bound

Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod. Include “Clausing-
Tanzania” in the memo line.

The suspension on my Toyota Land Cruiser was nearly bottomed
out as I carefully eased the vehicle out of the seminary parking

Gifts can also be given area. Inside were eleven full-grown men, all their luggage from
securely online through the the previous semester, several sacks of grain and other foodstuffs,
LCMS website at plus 220 large hardback Swahili catechisms with explanation.
www.lcms.org/clausing. One or two suitcases were balanced on nearly every lap, and our

roof rack was piled high, the cargo secured precariously by a

4 “ network of twine stings. It was the afternoon of our last day of
, ; final exams, and I was taking our seminary students on the hour-
long drive to the Moshi bus stand, from which they would catch
busses to their respective homes, arriving after an additional 4 to

‘ 24 hour bus ride, depending on the destination.

‘,/ -~ \ our vehicle. As soon as we turned onto the highway, everyone
| | . . .
\ ¥ b burst into spontaneous song, singing a medley of multi-part

Despite the cramped conditions and long journey ahead, joy filled
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Anita and | were married on
August 16, 1997 and have been
blessed with nine children.

Back Row, Left to Right:

* Emil (10.29.99) works for
Concordia University, Chicago

* Ernest(7.16.04) studies at
Concordia University, NE

® Eunice (6.1.06) studies at
Concordia University, NE

e Ethan (5.8.08)

* Anita (12.9.74)

¢ Jonathan (8.20.75)

Front Row, Left to Right

e Eric(12.16.09)

¢ Eleanor(1.10.02) teaches at
Emmanuel-Faith, York, NE

* Eileen(8.21.11)

Elijah (7.3.13)

e Emmanuel (3.6.15)

To see past issues of our newsletter
and other opportunities to support
us, you can find us at Mission Central:

https://missioncentral.us/clausing/

To be added to or removed from this
mailing list, send an email message
to jonathan.clausing@lcms.org with
the word ADD or REMOVE in the
subject line. If you have an email
address but are receiving a paper
copy of this newsletter, please
request a digital copy.
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Swahili hymns from memory for the next 20 minutes. After a
long semester of studies, we were going home - home to wives
and children, home to extended families and parishes, home to
celebrate the incarnation of Jesus Christ for the salvation of the
world.

As I write this newsletter, my own adult children are beginning a
similar journey on the other side of the world, driving from
Nebraska to Chicago before boarding a plane for Ethiopia and
finally landing in Tanzania early next week. We joyfully anticipate
their arrival, and we joyfully anticipate celebrating the holidays
together. From our family to yours: Merry Christmas!

Welcoming the Payne Family

Besides having all the Clausing children home for Christmas, we
have also been blessed this past week to welcome members of our
extended “missionary family” to Moshi. Rev. Bryan and
Deaconess Keah Payne live in Shinyanga, Tanzania with their two
children, and they will begin teaching at the new Lutheran
seminary there after Christmas (Icms.org/payne). They initially
planned just a short visit to Moshi while their vehicle received
some necessary upgrades at a local upfitter, but shipping delays on
a vehicle part have forced them to extend their stay. With all the
Payne and Clausing children now on Christmas vacation, such an
extended stay couldn’t have come at a better time, and we are all
grateful to share this extra time together with the Payne family.
We pray that God will bless them and their work in the new year.

Young students sing Silent Night at our local international school
Christmas program.
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