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To be added to or removed 
from this mailing list, send an 
email message to  
michael.paul@lcms.org with 
the word ADD or REMOVE in 
the subject line. 

Pastor Paul’s Call 
 

Pastor Paul is a theological 
educator in Taiwan, serving 
with the China Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (CELC). He 
teaches God’s Word at semi-
nary and congregational lev-
els, and develops text, audio, 
and video resources for the 
Chinese Church. 

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you  
richly, teaching and admonishing one  
another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

 

Colossians 3:16 (ESV) 

A few weeks ago, 
we celebrated the 

Lutheran Reformation with a festive music service, two presentations, 
and a workshop.  Rev. Timothy Frank, from the organization David’s 
Harp, came to Taiwan to lead a special synodical choir with several 
instrumentalists, and also present on the understanding and usage of 
music in the Lutheran Church.  Jen-Yi and I both sang in the choir, and 
I translated for both presentations.  This was truly a historic event, like-
ly the first of its kind ever in Taiwan.  One of the special reasons to cel-
ebrate is the 500th anniversary this year of the first Lutheran hymnals.  
In his first presentation, Rev. Frank spoke on how Lutherans confess 
the Christian faith through music.  In his second presentation, he spoke 
about the meaning of worship and the historic liturgy.  (Links to both 
of these presentations are given below.)  Finally, in his workshop, he 
gave practical ideas how church choir directors can arrange hymns for 
small choirs to sing in worship.  In the course of his presentations, he 

also introduced David’s 
Harp (link below), and 
increased our excite-
ment for the anticipated 
opening next year of a 
David’s Harp-inspired 
Taiwan Music Conserv-
atory.    
 

https://lutheranchinese.org/2024/11/13/frank-reformation-music-worship/ 
https://lutheranchinese.org/2024/11/13/frank-worship-liturgy/ 
https://davidsharpmusic.org/ 

Reformation Music Festival  



Just days after our 
Reformation Mu-
sic Festival, the China Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (CELC) published 
its Chinese translation of the worship 
resource Text, Music, Context.  This 
booklet helps pastors and church 
musicians pick appropriate hymns 
and songs for worship, giving sever-
al types of criteria to consider and 
offering scales by which hymns and 
songs can be evaluated.  This re-
source will certainly be used by Chinese churches worldwide (and not just Lutheran 
ones), helping them to use hymns and songs which more faithfully proclaim the 
truths of God’s Word.  For a Mandarin Chinese video introducing the resource, go 
here:  https://lutheranchinese.org/2024/11/22/tmc-intro/    To obtain copies, contact 
me at michael.paul@lcms.org and I will make certain you receive some. 

   

What can you pray for?  
 

Thanks for: 
 

- the Reformation Music Festi-
val, a historic and blessed  
event for the CELC 

- the publication of the Chinese  
Text, Music, Context 

- a smooth and helpful trip to 
the Germany conference 

 
 
 

Petitions for: 
 

- the Music Conservatory, that 
plans would proceed smoothly 
for an opening next year 

- God’s blessing and guidance 
for the work at Glorious Grace 
Lutheran Church 

- safe travel to attend our daugh-
ter Elizabeth’s wedding in the 
US in a few weeks 

 
 

    Our mailing address: 
 

No. 21, 5F-1 Xinrong Road, Alley 35 
Chiayi City 600024 
TAIWAN, R.O.C 

There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current 
list and download an appli-
cation at www.lcms.org/
service. Click on “Service 
Opportunities.” 

To support our work financially, you may make checks payable (memo line: 
“Support of Missionary Michael Paul”) to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri Syn-
od” and send your tax-deductible gift to:  
 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  
 

You can ALSO make checks payable to “Mission Central” and send your tax-
deductible gift to our friends at:  Mission Central, 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton, 
IA  51034. 

Keeping up-to-date:  If you’re not receiving this newsletter by email but would 
like to, please contact us at michael.paul@lcms.org.  For frequent Facebook up-
dates, go to the Facebook group: “Michael Paul family Taiwan mission.” 

our official website: 
 

www.lcms.org/paul 

VDMA 
the Word of the Lord  

endures forever 

Text, Music, Context  in Chinese  

Translating between English and Chinese in Germany  

Last month I spent a week in Wittenberg, Germany, serving as a 
translator for Rev. Kevin Ko, the representative of the CELC at an 
international gathering of church bodies in fellowship with the 

LCMS.  While the 
translating was 
surely hard work, 
seeing Wittenberg 
for the first time 
was definitely en-
joyable.  Rev. Ko 
and I also learned 
much from the 
many essays and 
discussions.   
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