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(If you received a hard copy of this and would like to help me be green and save on postage, please email erin.mackenzie@lcms.org.)

Fun fact: Official documents in
the Dominican Republic must be
signed in blue ink, NOT black or
blue. This has come into play for
me recently because I’'m the
newest signatory on the LCMS-
Dominican Republic bank
account. This means that—
accompanied by a colleague and
with a letter of authorization that
bears my sapphire-hued John
Hancock—I can withdraw cash to
replenish what'’s in the office
safe. (No, | don’t work in the
business office now, but given
most missionaries’ travel
schedules, it’s good to have a
backup...and a backup for the
backup!)

Flashback! Me on visits in August
2018 with Marcelo (Chile, far left)
and Mario (Spain, 2nd from right).

Traveling Companions

Among my earliest DR memories, I'd list being sandwiched by 2 then-seminary
students in an airless backseat, a steeply inclined road with a sheer drop-off,
neon-colored chicks, and a little boy nestled between his grandmother’s legs in
prayer posture. These snippets add up to one thing: visits.

Recognizing that grads often step into grassroots situations, Concordia the
Reformer Seminary (CMSCR) forms students to be shepherds, teachers, and
evangelists. From day 1, they’re assigned a fieldwork congregation, with duties
that always include visits.

They aren’t random. Church planting teams carefully craft each week’s
schedule: perhaps 2-4 members, catechumens, neighbors, or contacts. Families
are consulted in advance, and there’s a templated liturgy, of sorts: shoot the
breeze, recite an invocation, read a portion of Scripture, share a meditation,
and close with a prayer and benediction. More often than not, dog-eared copies
of Acompafiamiento para el cuidado pastoral (Pastoral Care Companion)
emerge from back pockets and backpacks. Equally as often, there are tiny cups
of high-octane coffee with a heavy-handed dose of azucar crema.

All missionaries are invited to go on visits anytime, but | most often do when
hosting volunteers. Even non-Spanish-speakers can glean much from observing
homes, communities, and nonverbal interactions and can intercede specifically
on behalf of the families whose patios and living rooms they grace. In fact, LAC
habitually gifts copies of the Acompafiamiento to Mission Education teams of
future pastors, such that they might have a toolkit for reaching out to the
diverse subsets they’re certain to encounter as they enter the ministry.

| also remember the people from my first “visit” experience — some of whom |
now gather with weekly to receive Christ’s gifts. Only He knows the untold
others He will bring into His fold, all because
someone took the time to share a cafecito and
a few life-giving words from a tattered black
book.

Making
Disciples
for Life

*Adapted from my most recent CPH “Serve” blog post.



https://www.cph.org/acompaamiento-para-el-cuidado-pastoral-pastoral-care-companion?srsltid=AfmBOoo-Hw2go9Ce3YNxSybNcFfpk4GYiRTjxo2ANkLlHdE1GRzMwbKj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyZ_iDUNYcs
https://missionarymac.blogspot.com/2018/08/making-disciples-of-all-nations.html
https://blog.cph.org/serve/traveling-companions-on-the-missionary-journey
https://mailchi.mp/39f374e19c54/missionarymac-and-you
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Praises and Petitions

Thanksgiving for the
first national church
Asamblea (assembly)
held in PR this month.
Thanksgiving for recent
Baptisms in Belize
(11/3) and
confirmations in
Uruguay (11/3 & 10).
For new DR
missionaries Abby and
Aaron as they complete
their 2nd week of in-
person orientation this
month.

For Deac. Melissa Pflug,
Eurasia’s Regional Care
Coordinator, as she
shadows her LAC
counterpart in the DR
(with a field visit to
Peru!) this month.

For all newly (re)elected
US officials at the
municipal, state, and
federal levels.

Net Worth

Connecting people to Christ occurs in a
variety of settings, as people's physical,
' JB mental, and emotional needs are met
| alongside opportunities to hear the Word
nEed preached in truth and purity. Iglesia Luterana
Pueblo Nuevo (DR) recently took on such
@ an endeavor thanks to a member couple who
j Bl coaches volleyball at a park in a sector of
.. ] Santiago not
currently served by a Lutheran church. Practices
happen multiple times/week, but Fridays are
unique in that a cadre of pastors and students is
invited to come and lead a devotion and prayer
for players. The church's presence is already
bearing fruit. In mid-October, the Rev. Ross
Shaver connected with an expat couple who had
come to play; at his invitation, they came to the  §
DRLM’s joint Reformation service. I’'m on the hunt §
for chances to see this particular witness in
action, on my own and with future short-term
volunteers—you?!

Top right: Shopping with the DR’s newest missionary
family. Malachi (2 1/2 yrs.) had some...unique...meal
ideas. Bottom right: Who gave me a megaphone?! A:
The tour guide at the Cortés Visitors Center’s onsite
chocolate factory. Below: New signage at my church.

- @ IGLESIA LUTERANA
&) CORDERODEDIOS ||

Quote of the Month
“Learn as much as you can from those who know more than you, who do
better than you, who see more clearly than you.”

—Dwight D. Eisenhower

To support the LCMS through me, you may give a tax-deductible gift...

e online, securely from any device: Icms.org/givenow/mackenzie;
e by phone: 1-888-930-4438 (donor care rep) or text LCMSMACKENZIE to 41-444;
e by sending a check (with “Mackenzie/Latin America” on the memo line) to:

= LCMS, PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861; or

= Mission Central, 40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, |A 51034.



https://www.lcms.org/Abigail.Young
https://www.lcms.org/reith
https://www.lcms.org/pflug
https://www.lcms.org/logston
https://www.lcms.org/logston

