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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The first full week of August every year is booked with the annual Latin American and the Caribbean
(LAC) Region Missionary Conference. This is a week | have come to cherish as all the missionaries
serving in the LAC region meet for a time together in God’s word and a time for fellowship, and fun. This
year we studied the psalms together and the theme of the conference was His Steadfast Love. Su
Eterna Misericordia from psalm 100:5 “For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his
faithfulness to all generations.”

—

At the conference, along with Missionary
Tirzah Krey, we were recognized for five
years of service as a missionary for The
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. What a
privilege and blessing it has been to live and
serve in Latin America and the Caribbean
region for the last five years. GOD IS GOOD.

LR

| look forward to as many more years as God =~ == * B ,
allows. + First Week _ l One Year |

Five Years

e
e

NEwW OPPORTUNITY FOR ME TO TEACH BIBLE STUDY

As part of my deaconess studies, under the guidance of
Deaconess Christel Neuendorf, this coming school year,
| am leading the LAC missionary girl’s Bible study. This
group of girls ranges in age from 10 to 16, is spread
~ between 6 different countries and has Spanish and
English speakers. We meet once a month on Saturday
via Zoom to study the Psalm for the following Sunday.
Along with teaching a few of classes, | coordinate
different teachers. Along with me, Missionary Heidi Paul
(Cayman Islands) leads the art portions. | am excited for
this opportunity to grow in faith and teaching.




LEARNING ABOUT THE MAGNIFICAT

One of my assignments for my deaconess class about Lutheran worship in July was to write a newsletter
article that would be suitable for a church newsletter about one element in the Daily Office. | wrote my
article on the Magnificat, and | thought it would be fun to share:

The canticle, or little song, for this month’s edition of “Diving into the Daily Office " is the Magnificat. The
Magnificat, also known as the Song of Mary, is one of the earliest Christian hymns. The word “magnificat’
is Latin for “magnifies” (saying how great). Early evidence for the usage of the Magnificat was as a morning
hymn of praise, and it was originally connected to the singing of the Psalms. It was eventually separated
from being sung with the Psalms and moved to Vespers. The word
“Vespers" is Latin for “evening” and is one of the Daily Offices. It has been sung in the Vespers service
since the sixth century and appears in Lutheran Service Book (LSB)’s Evening Prayer service as well.

The Magnificat is one of four canticles found in the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke. The other three
canticles are Zechariah’s Benedictus (Luke 1:67-79), the angels' Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Luke 2:13-14) and
Simeon's Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:28-32). Stay tuned for articles about these in future newsletters.

The words for the Magnificat come directly from Luke 1:46-55 and are spoken by Mary, the mother of
Jesus, during her visit to her cousin Elizabeth while they are both pregnant. After Mary greets Elizabeth,
who is pregnant with John the Baptist, the baby leaps for joy in Elizabeth’s womb. Elizabeth praises Mary
for her faith and Mary responds with the words “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God,
my Savior...” that are now the refrain, a group of lyrics repeated during the canticle. Mary rejoices that she
has the privilege of giving birth to the promised Messiah. She then glorifies God for His power, holiness and
mercy. “He has shown strength with His arm and holy is His name and His mercy is on those who fear him
from generation to generation” (Luke 1:52 and verse 2 of the canticle). Mary looks forward to God’s
transformation of the world through the Messiah that she will give birth to. The proud will be brought low,
and the humble will be lifted up; the hungry will be fed, and the rich will go without. Mary ends her song with
praise as she exalts God because He has been faithful to His promise to Abraham. He has helped his
servant Israel in remembrance of his mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever
(Luke 1:54 and verse 4 of the canticle).

The canticle references several other biblical passages, but most notable are the echoes of the Song of
Hannah from 1 Samuel 2:1-10. Due to the similarities between the two songs, it is likely that these words
from the Old Testament were on Mary’s mind and helped to influence the words she spoke in Luke that are
now the lyrics to the Magnificat. The literary style of the Magnificat is interesting; instead of addressing God
directly, Mary is singing in the third person. She is praising the things that God is doing through her. If we
think about it from Mary’s perspective, she is a frightened young woman that has just been given the news
that she is pregnant with the Messiah. She does not dare address the “Most High” directly but still proclaims
His glory.

The Lord delivers His people in all circumstances. No matter what fears trouble you, you can trust in the
Lord as your deliverer. As the Magnificat is Mary’s song, it is also our song of praise as we join with her in
proclaiming the great deeds of God to one another. Martin Luther urges that the Magnificat should be
learned and kept in the hearts and minds of all believers. Your challenge this month is to meditate and take
to heart the words of the Magnificat. “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior”
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:

* The 39 missionaries and
their families serving in LAC.

The start of the missionary
girl’s Bible Study in
September.

My reconnect in the United
States and for safe travels

visiting many of my faithful
partners.

GIVE THANKS FOR:.

» 5 years of service as an
LCMS Missionary in LAC.

* Minimal damage after

Hurricane Ernesto past over
Puerto Rico.

PRAISE GOD FOR:

» The many congregations and
individuals who pray,
encourage, and support us in
the work we are for the Lord
in Puerto Rico.

lll There are many
opportunities to serve

as short-term or GEO

—— missionaries. Check
out the current list and
download an application
at lcms.org/service.
Click on “Service

Opportunities.”

few days.
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You can continue to support my work by giving

online to https://www.lcms.org/lehr or

A check can be made payabale to the LCMS with

ASHLEY LEHRIin the memo to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

MORE AUGUST UPDATES

On August 14", Hurricane Ernesto passed over
Puerto Rico as a tropical storm and along with it
brought heavy rain, flooding, a few landslides
and strong winds. We were without power in
Mayaguez for 24 hours. Praise the Lord that no
damage was done to any of our church
properties. Power was restored to the island
quickly, as well as the flooding subsided within a

BEGINNING RECONNECT- HOME-SERVICE

Leaving Puerto Rico (PR) to begin my
reconnect in the states, | crossed a
fun little adventure off my bucket list.
There is a short commercial flight
from Mayaguez to San Juan, that is
about 40 minutes. The ride is in a
small Cesena Plane. | have always
wanted to take this flight, and in
August, | finally took the opportunity to
do it after 4 years of living in PR.

On August 28", | left Puerto Rico and arrived in St. Louis to begin
my reconnect visiting congregations and partners across the
Midwest. My first stop was at the International Center to visit and
connect with colleagues that serve all the LCMS Missionaries. My
time in St. Louis included some fun at a St. Louis Cardinals game
and dinner with friends at a past short term volunteer’s restaurant.
August ended with a wonderful time at God’s Mission Central in
lowa. Stay tuned for more home-service adventures
er newsletter.

in my

Adopt me as your missionary by visiting
https://missioncentral.us/lehr/

A check can be made out to Mission
Central with “A10899-69467” in the memo
and sent to:

Mission Central

40718 Highway E 16

Mapleton, IA 51034
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