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Missouri Synod
Sumatra

The Nelson Family serving in Indonesia & Southeast Asia

WARNING!!!!

Please DO NOT post
this newsletter on the
Internet without
our permission!

Did You Know?

Taiwan has been ham-
mered by multiple ty-
phoons this year

OIM SE Asia is head-
quartered in Chiayi, Tai-
wan

The region meets together
twice a year—once for
just the workers in Sep-
tember, and once for
workers & all family
members in late Decem-
ber/early January

For more regular updates
and images of our life in
Medan, Indonesia please
visit our blog:
http://partners-apart.org

Or click HERE!

To be added to or removed
from this mailing list, send an
email message to
paul.nelson@lcms.org
with the word ADD or RE-
MOVE in the subject line.
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Gathering the Team

September means our worker gathering in Taiwan. All the workers from the Southeast
Asia Region gather together for three days of training, fellowship, worship, and learning.
We have the opportunity to provide updates on our work and answer questions others
might have. We are informed of the latest news from St. Louis and OIM/LCMS head-
quarters. Certainly we worship, enjoying Matins and Vespers each day and Holy Com-
munion in the midst of it all. And being Lutherans, we spend a great deal of time in
learning.

This year we were blessed to meet a new addition to OIM’s executive leadership. Rev.
Brian Gauthier, Managing Director of Global Mission Operations, International Mission,
spent the week with us. He serves as the supervisor of our Regional Director, answering
to OIM’s Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Corey Rajek. Rev. Gauthier comes to OIM from
teaching in our Concordia University system after serving as a Latin America missionary
for several years.

And being Lutherans, we spend a great deal of time in learning. We were blessed to be
taught by Rev. Dr. David Preuss, Regional Director of the Eurasia Region. We spent the
majority of our time together walking through the Augsburg Confession, particularly the
first 15 Articles.

This particular worker retreat was special for me because Gena was able to accompany
me. Now that our kids are all back in the US she has a bit more flexibility than she used
to as full-time mom *and* home school teacher. She was asked to join me on this trip to
help provide child-care for one of the other families on the field. While she wasn’t able
to sit in on the trainings, she was able to connect with others during lunch and after hours,
once her responsibilities as part-time baby-sitter concluded.

I’m hoping there will be more opportunities to accompany me. There are benefits rela-
tionally to a couple traveling together, but it also opens up different dynamics in relating
to others on the field.

Please continue to keep Gena and
I in your prayers as we adjust to
being empty-nesters and seek to
determine how best to fill the gap
that exists because our kids are
more independent now. Lots of
opportunities we trust, and we
know the Holy Spirit will make
things clearer in His time. We
just have to be patient—hence the
need for your prayers!

Haley appreciated the chance to meet Gena when Haley joined us in Singapore and KL
Jfor worship and fellowship on our way to Taiwan.
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Prayers
and Thanksgivings

« Thanksgiving for
continued health and
safety in travels

o Prayers for our kids
as they continue to
work & study in the
US

There will be a booth for shade by
day from the heat, and for a refuge
and a shelter from the storm and
rain.

Isaiah 4:6

Mission Central provides in-
credible financial support to
LCMS workers around the
world—including us! Contact
Mission Central for more in-
formation!

https://missioncentral.us
712-882-1029

Hanoi

The end of September saw a return to the Concordia International School Hanoi (CISH).
CISH is the youngest of three international schools the LCMS has based in Asia (Shanghai
and Hong Kong are the others). Dr. Doug Grove is the head of school at CISH, and it’s
always a pleasure to meet with him and his leadership when I’m in town.

CISH operates as one of the top international schools in all of Vietnam, a prestigious op-
portunity, but one that comes with the challenge of being a Christian, Lutheran school in a
country where religion cannot be taught in the classroom. Someone said the strategy is
such situations is to love them until they ask you why. Continual, selfless love is a powerful
thing in any culture—and also a very rare thing. When you consistently show love and
care to someone, eventually they are often curious about why you care about them when
you are not obligated to by familial bonds.

At that point it’s permissible to talk about our hope in Jesus Christ. Seeds are planted. The
Holy Spirit expands the work He’s already doing in that person’s life. And we pray that
such work leads to saving faith in Jesus Christ. But it begins not with an agenda per se, but
rather loving the person as unconditionally as a teacher or administrator or classroom aide
is capable of.

We often interpret the command to love our neighbor more as a means to an end, rather
than an end in itself. This in disingenuous and doesn’t understand the Law fully. We love
our neighbor because they are a creation of God the Father’s. We do hope and pray they
come to saving faith in the Son of God by the power of the Holy Spirit of God. But our
love for that person is not dependent on that conversion, nor does our love for the person
necessitate us sharing the Gospel with them. We interact with myriad people each day
whom we should love, but very few of them will we have the chance to interact with and
build relationship with to the point we can share about our faith in Jesus. Loving our
neighbor is an imperfect fulfillment of the Law, but it is motivated by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Loving our neighbor is not the same as sharing Jesus with them, or sharing the
Gospel. But it is often the necessary precondition for being able to share the Gospel.

Can the Holy Spirit work in a Christian school where teachers can’t share from Scripture or
talk about faith in Jesus Christ? Of course He can and does—God is never limited by our
limitations and regulations! He calls his faithful to go and fulfill their vocation—to love
God and to love their neighbor in a particular setting and culture and language and context.
Without any power of their own, but empowered by the vibrant limitlessness of God the
Holy Spirit.

Please pray for CISH. For administrators and staff who daily have the opportunity to love
the students entrusted to them. For that love to be seen, appreciated and for that to allow
opportunities to share about the only perfect and eternal love—the love of God the Father
for his creation, the love of His Son to redeem that creation, and the love of his Spirit to
reconcile creation to the Father through the Son. No other love can ever substitute for this
love, but it can bear limited and imperfect witness to it. I pray that the Holy Spirit utilizes
each of you to love your neighbors as well, who need that love and the greater love of God
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit every bit as much as the students of CISH and the people of
Vietnam and Southeast Asia and the world!

There are many
opportunities to serve as
short-term or GEO mis-
sionaries. Check out the

current list and download
an application at:

lems.org/service.

To support our work financially, make checks payable (memo line: “Support of Rev. Paul A.
Nelson”) to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
888-930-4438

Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page at
lems.org/Nelson.
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