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NEW SCHOOL YEAR

Greetings in Christ from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. A new seminary school
year started the last week of August. It was exciting to see the students
arriving and preparing for classes. The faculty has also been busy or-
ganizing class schedules and dividing up the class load. Eric is teaching
in the Post Graduate Diploma (PGD) class personal development (this
class focuses on personal devotional and prayer life) and the Biblical
Interpretation/Exegesis class. Additionally, he is teaching “History of
Missions” to the 2nd year MA students in the missiology track. (This is
the first course Eric is teaching directly related to his PhD in Missiology
program.) He is teaching “Christian Worship: Theory and Practice” to

the 2nd year MA students in the Practical track. Lastly, advising three HILIBLISID FIRERT LCI:
MA students in their MA thesis work will round out his semester. e peace and stability for
We are excited about the size of the incoming class. 47 students passed the.: economy in Ethi-
both the written and oral exams and qualified to begin the program this opa
year. Thank God for another large class that we can train in sound bib- e for students and fac-
lical theology. Thank you to all of you as well for the continued prayers ulty in the PhD, Mas-
and support. ters, BTh and PGD
5 programs
DID YOU KNOW ... : e for the students’ fam-
Ethiopia has just rung in the New Year on ilies back in their
September 11th, 2024. For Ethiopia, it is New home areas
Year’s Day of the year 2017: the first day of e for safe passage as
the first month of the year which is Mes- they travel
kerem.

e for those in extreme
poverty

Typically, the day is celebrated with their
traditional injera, they will buy a lamb to eat along with the doro wot
(spicy chicken stew), traditional coffee and popcorn and other delicious
foods. The families will decorate the floors of their homes with long,
freshly cut grass. The New Year also is close to the end of
“keremt” (rainy season) and heralds the beginning of the end of the
rains. The beautiful traditional white clothing can be seen everywhere
on this holiday and the sunny yellow flowers that bloom at this time of
year.




GIVE THANKS FOR:

-continued teaching and
faithful students

-a new school year

-family, friends, colleagues
and supporters from around
the world

-friends helping us to secure
medical equipment and get-
ting it to Ethiopia as Eric’s
CPAP machine became in-
fested with an ant nest

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING LATELY?

(from top left, clockwise):
LCMS and Alliance mis-

sionary kids in Ethiopia;
Eric and a student he is
advising; women celebrat-
ing the New Year with

. singing; the beautiful Mes-
B kel flowers only found at
this time of year; attend-
ing a Mekane Yesus
church with the team

Ethiopia has now entered the year 2017—Happy New Year and God’s

PRAISE GOD FOR:

-good medical care for
our entire team

-continued funding for
the new faculty housing
going up on campus

TO SUPPORT OUR WORK:
MISSION CENTRAL
c/o Gary Thies
Highway E 16, Mapleton,
TIA 51034-7501
Checks payable to:
Mission Central
Memo-line: Stinnetts-
Ethiopia

Or
LCMS
Give securely online:
LCMS.org/Stinnett

blessings to you all!

HOW DO YOU SAY .... IN AMHARIC?

To say, “May God bless your New ’v AHa | ine s T
Year!” you would say, h&,N ;4 > me |15 "ife |2 1ge
AODGUTY 7\""".7\'"&5[: s Wse 16 hA [2./MTe

. L. l6. & re 17. Mke |28.66b Che
£NChY! (Addis amet hin, igzee- . R ETR
abehare ybarkeh!) R - = -
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CLOSING THOUGHTS:

The Lord is always working through His people. We remember
the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and
heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you
understand what you are
reading?” And he said, “How
can I unless someone guides
me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you
in Jesus’ Name for your sup-
port of the work God has laid
before us — Eric, Johanna,
Rachael, Naowdi, Luke &
Levt Stunneett




