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Sing to the LORD a New Song 
When I first started studying as a seminary student almost 25 
years ago, I remember sometimes being mildly annoyed at the 
number of unfamiliar hymns we sang in chapel.  After all, it’s hard 
to think about the words and sing with gusto while also trying to 
follow along with a new melody!  As the months went by, 
however, those new and unfamiliar hymns soon became old and 
familiar, and many remain favorites that I treasure to this day.  In 
hindsight I’m grateful for the gift I was given, and I hope to pass 
on that gift to others.

We’re more than a month into the new academic year at St. Peter 
Seminary, and one aspect of our time together every day in 
Morning Prayer is hymn singing.  Church music in Tanzania 
presents a unique set of challenges.  Most congregational singing 
is done a cappella, and virtually no one reads musical notation.  
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How to Support Us 

To support the LCMS through 
the work of Rev. Jonathan 
Clausing, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

-OR- 

Mission Central 
40718 Highway E-16 
Mapleton, IA 51034 

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod.  Include “Clausing-
Tanzania” in the memo line.  
Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the 
LCMS website at 
www.lcms.org/clausing.
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Daily Morning Prayer is for the whole seminary community, including 
the seminary staff and their children.
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Our church body uses a Tanzanian-made Swahili hymnal that 
contains a wealth of hymnody from multiple nations and eras, but 
the regular edition is text-only, so if a tune is unknown or 
forgotten through disuse, it’s impossible to sing without outside 
help.  For the most part, a congregation will only sing the hymns 
its pastor knows.

This fall we’re focussing on adding a few classics to our hymn 
repertoire at the seminary, and I’ve been happy with the feedback 
from students: “I’ve passed by that hymn many times but never 
knew how to sing it until now,” or, “I like that melody.”  Best of all 
is when I hear the new hymns being hummed in the hallway 
between classes, because it shows that those melodies and texts 
and finding a home in the hearts of pastors, and from there they 
will find their way into the hearts and homes of their people.

One of our “new” hymns this past week has been The Church’s One 
Foundation (Swahili: Msingi wa Kanisa).  A hymn with African 
roots, composed by an Englishman and well-loved by Lutherans, 
it has been in the Swahili hymnal for years but remained 
unfamiliar to my students until now.  I’m happy that this hymn 
about Jesus’ global church is being sung in Africa again.

Elect from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.
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Our Family 

Anita and I were married on 
August 16, 1997 and have been 
blessed with nine children. 

Back Row, Left to Right: 
• Emil (10.29.99) works for 

Concordia University, Chicago 
• Ernest (7.16.04) studies at 

Concordia University, NE 
• Eunice (6.1.06) studies at 

Concordia University, NE 
• Ethan (5.8.08) 
• Anita (12.9.74) 
• Jonathan (8.20.75) 

Front Row, Left to Right 
• Eric (12.16.09) 
• Eleanor (1.10.02) teaches at 

Emmanuel-Faith, York, NE 
• Eileen (8.21.11) 
• Elijah (7.3.13) 
• Emmanuel (3.6.15) 

To see past issues of our newsletter 
and other opportunities to support 
us, you can find us at Mission Central: 

https://missioncentral.us/clausing/  

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message 
to jonathan.clausing@lcms.org with 
the word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line.  If you have an email 
address but are receiving a paper 
copy of this newsletter, please 
request a digital copy.

Tanzanians do their best not to waste anything.  My boys recently got 
these locally-made sandals made from used motorcycle tires!
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