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Please pray for:  

-peace and stability in  

Ethiopia and her churches  

-stability for the Ethiopian 

economy  

-for those who are in 

extreme poverty 

-students studying in the 

Master’s program and 

working on their thesis 

proposals 

-for the students 

approaching graduation 

and their placements 

back in their home areas 

Ethiopia Update  
Where have we been?  
Greetings in Christ from Ethiopia. Our last 

newsletter was a while ago. There have been a lot of 

good things happening, but also  Johanna had a 

serious heart issue that started in December and 

required medical attention in the US. Thank God the 

issue resolved in March and we feel back to mostly 

normal. We will be back in the US for a little more 

testing, but everything seems to be healing well.  

The Lord has provided for us in a bountiful way 

through health care, family, friends, mission 

support, our Ethiopian neighbors and many other 

ways. Thank you for your patience with our non-

communication during that time. We were 

separated as a family for a while, but the Lord saw us through this time and we 

are thankful to continue the work here. 

This semester Eric is teaching a normal course load with his regular classes. In 

these last two years, Mekane Yesus Seminary (MYS) has been able to increase its 

enrollment and the class sizes are significantly larger than previous years. Even 

more students are being reached than before and the largest class yet is set to 

graduate here in June from the MA program. 

Another Brazilian missionary, Rev. Moacyr Alves Jr. has joined our team in 

Ethiopia. He was previously working as one of our theological educators in West 

Africa. He will now be joining our faculty at MYS and working as our liaison to 

Francophone West Africa. He’s a great addition to the team and we’re excited 

about the work we will do together here at MYS. We are thankful for the 

continued support of the Brazilian church and for your support as we have 

entered our ninth year here in Ethiopia. To God be the glory! 

 Did you know…?   

Ethiopia is the only country in the world 

that has 13 months. Each month has 30 days 

(which makes it easy to remember), except 

the 13th month of Pagume (ጳጉሜ) which has 

only 5 days. Our Ethiopian friends joke that 

this is the month that they work for free since it is not a full month. Along with 

the unusual Coptic calendar, it is currently the year 2016.   

A beautiful Ethiopian 

cross at a local market 



What Have We Been Doing Lately  

 

 

 

Closing Thoughts: The Lord is always working through His 

people. We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the 
eunuch) and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I unless 
someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your 
support of the work God has laid before us – Eric, Johanna, Rachael, 
Naomi, Luke & Levi Stinnett  

 

Give thanks for:  

-continued teaching and 
faithful students  

-Johanna’s restored heart 
health 

-family, friends and 
supporters from around the 
world  

-Alliance missionary 
partners teaching with us 
here  

Praise God for:  

-good medical care 

-new faculty housing going 
up on campus partially 
funded by LCMS 

-students who are hard-
working and dedicated to 
their studies  

To support our work 
financially send to:  

Mission Central  
c/o Gary Thies  
Highway E 16 Mapleton, IA 
51034-7105 Checks payable to:  

Mission Central   
Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia or  

The Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  
Checks payable to: LCMS 
Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 
or  

Give securely online:  

LCMS.org/stinnett  
  

In Amharic, to say calendar,  you would say … የቀን 

መቁጠሪያ (yah ken mekootahria)  

(from top left clockwise) celebrating Jesus’ 

baptism “Timket”; Levi traveling back from 

the US; Church Relations visit -Dr. Samuel 

Fuhrmann, Rev. Michael Frese, Dr. Jonathan 

Shaw, Eric, Rev. Moacyr Alves; Rachael home 

from college for a visit; a beautiful Ethiopian 

butterfly; Eric visiting Trinity, Jeff City 

(right) Eric had a great visit at 

Mission Central 


