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Culture Bites 

Here you will find a small 
sample, tiny nibble or little bite 
of some of the things we are 
learning about Tanzania.  

Speaking in proverbs is 
common even in English. Can 
you think of some common 
English proverbs? Like: “The 
early bird get the worm” or 
“Better safe than sorry.” We 
have many more, and they 
don’t all mean exactly what 
their words mean but often 
teach a lesson.  

This is the same with Swahili 
proverbs. They may not be 
understandable if you do a 
direct translation. Besides the 
one to the right, here are few 
of our favorites: “Ni maisha” - 
it’s life; “Haraka, haraka, 
haina baraka” - hurry hurry 
has no blessing; “Kuuliza si 
ujinga” - It’s not foolish to ask. 

Dear Friends and Family, 

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” (1 Cor. 15:20-22). 

Happy Easter Season to you all! Christ has indeed arisen! Hallelujah! As we 
celebrated our Risen Lord and Savior in Tanzania this year, we remember 
God’s promises from the beginning in Genesis and fulfilled in Christ’s life, 
death and resurrection! We look forward to sharing this good news alongside 
our brothers and sisters of the South East of Lake Victoria Diocese (SELVD) 
very soon! 

“Pole pole ndio mwendo.” This is a Swahili proverb that helps us with 
learning the new language. It means slowly, slowly is the way to go. This is 
how we continue on with our language learning every day. We are soon 
wrapping up our classes in Iringa and will be headed to Shinyanga! Of course 
we have just begun to learn Swahili and will continue learning every day. 

We are not only learning the Swahili language but also the culture which 
includes cooking lessons! We had the opportunity to learn how to cook 
chapati and mandazi from the head cook of a well known restaurant here in 
Iringa that is always sold out of their chapatis because they are so good! We 
have made them ourselves several times now and will keep practicing! Keah 
has enjoyed cooking with our host family here in Iringa. She is learning to 
cook all kinds of dishes using spices she has not used before. The kids are the 
judges for the foods.  

We attended the annual Africa Region Missionary meetings in Stellenbosch, 

The Paynes with their language teachers and the famous cook Benedict “Beni” Mbogolo.  
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The Payne family at the missionary retreat. 

to Shinyanga, TZ. We will 
start the process of finding a house and making it our home. This will be the 
kids first time to Shinyanga, we look forward to introducing them our 
friends in the SELVD. 

This week is the call services for the LCMS Seminaries in the USA. As we 
hear about our friends and where they are being sent to, we too are excited 
to be arriving in the town we have been called to serve in very soon.  

You can check out our Facebook page for more pictures and highlights. 
Also, don’t forget to check out the podcast, “5 Minutes with a Missionary,” 
at this link or wherever you listen to podcasts. We will be in Season 6. 

God’s Peace,  

Rev. Bryan, Dcs. Keah, Rory, & Dalton 

There are many  
opportunities to serve  
as short-term or GEO  
missionaries. Check  
out the current list and  
download an application 
at lcms.org/service. 
 

Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCMS to support the work of 

Rev. Bryan and Dcs. Keah Payne. Make checks payable to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod      OR         Mission Central 
P.O. Box 66861                                                         40718 Highway E 16 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861                    Mapleton, IA 51034 

On the memo line include: Payne-Tanzania 

Give securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/payne 

Call a contributor care representative: 888-930-4438 

888-THE-LCMS • lcms.org • infocenter@lcms.org   | 2 

Kids’ Corner 

The children are continuing to learn 

Swahili and doing a wonderful job. 

We all took our final Swahili language 

exam this week. The kids did great! 

We’re looking forward to seeing how 

their language improves over time. As 

they get friends in Shinyanga, they 

will naturally learn the language, and 

the basics of the language they have 

learned here in Iringa will be the key 

to their future success. As they say 

here, “Kuishi kwingi kuona mengi.” 

Experience comes with age.  

South Africa right before 
Easter. This was a 
wonderful opportunity to 
meet the other 
missionaries in the Africa 
region. We dug into 
scriptures together and 
learned much.  

We are amazed that our 
time in Iringa has gone so 
quickly. We completed 
our classes April 26 and 
are now preparing to head 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

• Our minds to comprehend 

the language of Swahili. 

• The South East of Lake 

Victoria Diocese as they 

prepare for our arrival at 

the end of this month. 

• Continued health as we 

are moving. 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 

• Safe travels to South 

Africa and back to TZ. 

• For patient language 

teachers.  

• The hospitality we have 

been shown here in TZ. 

PRAISE GOD FOR: 

• The many congregations 

and individuals who pray 

for, encourage and 

support us in so many 

ways, such as you! 

Keah cooking with her dear friend Hilder Kessy (also our host mama) 
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