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Confession Is Good for the Soul

Recent events here in the Czech Republic and beyond have been a
’ reminder of the importance of confession. Now mind you, there
are two types of confession. One is the confession of sin. The other
is the confession of faith. It is that confession of faith of which we
speak. While so much of the world and its churches seems to go
off in crazy directions, telling God what is right or what is wrong
about His Word, the true Church is those who hear the Word of
God and receive it. It is as Luther wrote: “For, thank God, a child
seven years old knows what the Church is, namely, the holy be-
lievers and lambs who hear the voice of their Shep-
herd.” (Smalcald Articles 12.2)

A little while back, a group of faithful Lutherans signed a charter
that established an alliance of confessional-minded Lutherans here in central Europe. At that meeting, we were
blessed to have Synod President Matthew Harrison, Executor Director of the Office of International Mission, Rev. Dr.
Cory Rajek, and Rev. James Krikava, who works with church relations for the Synod, as witnesses to the signing.
This alliance does not create a new church body but forms a group that can support each other in the ever-
challenging world. They are people who are listening to the voice of their Shepherd.

Subscription to God’s Word is more than something done by
church bodies and pastors. It is also for the individual Christian to
keep in mind. We are to be those “who hear the voice of their
Shepherd.” This year, we were blessed to receive the confession of
four young adults who were confirmed. This is the first class since
Dale has been pastor here. He has been teaching them weekly for
more than two years (even from the States during his chemo treat-
ment). The words of the confirmation liturgy are serious. Do you
hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of
God? Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church...
to be faithful and true? Do you intend to hear the Word of God and re-
ceive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? Do you intend to continue steadfast in
this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall
away from it? We can tell you with joy that they assented to all of those questions. Confession is truly good for the
soul!

In the same way, the work in Krakow, Poland, continues with joy. When Dale was there in April, he was asked to
bless new communion vessels to be used in the Sacrament of Christ's Body and
Blood. These faithful Christians in Poland are always happy to receive the blessed
gifts of Word and Sacrament. They know that what God’s Word says is true for all
times. As the Prophet Isaiah bore witness: the word of our God will stand forever.
(Isa. 40:8 ESV)

Dale continues to be busy with plenty of cate-
chizing, both young and old. He is teaching a
seven-year-old little Lutheran, two Russian _
Orthodox men, and a Reformed couple from
Indonesia. In all these cases, it is about being §
SN | faithful to God’s faithful Word. It is all about | ¥

- Jesus, the Word made flesh.




Visitors from the States
Back in March, we were so happy to receive two different
groups of college students from the LCMS. The first group was
a group of young women from all over the US. The second
group was a group from the campus ministry at Indiana Uni-
versity. They both came to dlscover what sort of opportunities
there are for
2 missions. It
d gave us an
opportunity
to show that §
not just pastors are missionaries. Here in the Czech Republic, we
currently have two lay workers, one financial manager, one IT
specialist, as well as a theological educator in addition to Dale.
There are plenty of opportunities for mission work of all sorts. If
you have thought about mission work, even in your retirement
years, contact the Office of International Mission. Or you can
check out the current short-term list at www.lcms.org/service
and click on “Service Opportunities.”

Easter Joy

This year, Easter was even more joyous than usual. We
had 62 people worshipping with us as we celebrated the
resurrection of our Lord. We ran out of both hymnals
Q'_ and bulletins. A nice problem to have. Following our
/ service, we held a fellowship luncheon, including foods
from all over the world. Our worship attendance has
been ever-increasing as of late, but we were delightfully
ges surprised at the turnout, which included visitors from
@ the United States. If you are ever in Prague on a Sunday,
| please come and celebrate God’s gifts with us. (Our ad-
dress is below.)
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Conference in Brno

In April, Lutherova spole¢nost (The Luther Society, CZE) and
the LCMS hosted a theological conference on the pastoral minis-
try. The topics included preaching Christ in the 21st century, the

Lutheran liturgy as a means of Lutheran identity, and a spec1a1
one led by our brother
|| THE Martin on catechesis,
== | yTHERAN CHURCH [ {€aching the mystery of
I | Christ. It gave us all an
opportunity to recon-
nect with what is most '\
basic to the pastoral |
office: teaching Christ.
It was wonderful that
we even had lay people =
there. These saints need to hold their pastor’s feet to the fire. Brother pas-
tors came from as far away as Romania and Norway.
Praying for your confession of Christ, Pastor Dale and Suzanne Kaster
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Our email addresses are
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org
Suzanne.Kaster @lcmsintl.org

Our address in Prague:
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenecska 365/41

160 00 Praha 6
Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jirchafich 14/152

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift
to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR
P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at
www.lcms.org/kaster.
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