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MEET THE WOOD FAMILY 
Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor,  Caroline, 
and Kermit serve in Medan,  
Indonesia with LCMS International. 
Matthew supports The Indonesian 
Christian Lutheran Church (GKLI), by 
mentoring pastors, providing contin-
uing education, and managing mer-
cy and translation projects.  

PEKANBARU  

GIVE NOW & 
KEEP US IN INDONESIA! 

SCAN BELOW  

OR TEXT 

‘LCMSWOOD’ TO 41-444 

OR MAIL IN A CHECK 
Payable to: 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
Saint Louis, MO 63166-6861 
On the memo line include: 

Wood-Indonesia 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this 
newsletter write to: 

Matthew.Wood@lcms.org 
with ADD or REMOVE in the subject line. 

Pastor Eben Ezer Aruan (Left) and Pastor Wood (Right) present on the biblical 
understanding of Church and Ministry.  



PRAYERS 

SUPPLICATION 

· Family of Sahat Hangoluan 
Sinaga, a reading and writing 
teacher for the Sanak people, 
who was discovered dead in 
a river by his wife and moth-
er-in-law. 

· For Visa renewals due on 
April 4. 

· For continued work on the 
Indonesian Lutheran Hym-
nal. That we would reach our 
March 31 deadline to have it 
ready for lay out and design. 

· For continued work with the 
GKLI and to identify ways to 
expand our reach in Indone-
sia. 

THANGKSGIVING 

· For successful renewing of 
Matthew’s and Caroline’s 
passports. 

· For a successful and safe 
workshop in Pekanbaru on 
Church and Ministry. 

· For the amazing financial and 
prayer support received in 
2023!  

 

 Eleanor recently celebrated her 7th birth-
day with some friends at a local hotel pool.  

 All three girls recently started gymnastics 
classes once a week and they are loving it! 

 The school rear rolls  
on. Eleanor is becom-
ing an excellent  reader 
and mathematician. 
Laurel reads every-
thing she can get her 
hands on and also do-
ing remarkably well in 
Latin. Caroline is not 
in school yet, but she’s 
ready to go next year! 

INDONESIAN HYMNAL UPDATE 

FAMILY UPDATE 

 It has been a while since I have provided an update here about the Indone-
sian Lutheran Hymnal. The final proof read of the Hymnal is scheduled to be 
completed by March 31st. We should finish within a day or so of that deadline. 
Deaconess Sandra Rhein is working on the agonizingly tedious process of gath-
ering all the metadata for the hymns and liturgies. It seems like an inordinate 
amount of work goes into all those little words at the bottom of every page, the 
index, and copyright acknowledgements. However, all those little words are 
invaluable to those who know how to use them!  

 Our goal, as of today, is to 
have the Hymnal ready to 
print by July and a dedication 
ceremony in November, which 
would coincide with Deacon-
ess Sandra’s travels and a sec-
ond visit from LCMS Church 
Relations.  

Pastor Wood and Pastor Aruan work 
together on edi ng hymn transla-

ons. There will be over 40 new 
hymn transla ons available in the 
Indonesian Lutheran Hymnal. 


