
SERVING THE LORD IN

Dear friends in Christ,
Big news this month from Riga

Luther Academy! Some of you may
have heard by now, but the Riga
Luther Academy received reac-
creditation with the Latvian govern-
ment for a term of six years, which is
the longest accreditation the com-
mission can grant. This is huge for the
English program because the
accreditation grade of “good” allows
the Academy to launch the English
program in an official capacity rather
than as the “free” model it currently
operates under. (Free here does not
refer to cost but to the fact that many
universities in Europe offer classes
that are not connected with a
particular program and are, therefore,
“free.”)

The significance of this cannot be
overstated. This is a big win for our
Latvian partners, and it was ac-
complished in part due to the efforts
within the English program. But some
hurdles still need to be overcome
before the English program is in a
position to begin graduating students
with full diplomas.

These next steps must be
undertaken by those within the

Latvian program, as dealing with the
government requires a far higher
mastery of Latvian than any of our
missionaries on the field here are able
to muster! Thankfully, the Lord has
granted us a wonderful English
Program Director in the person of Mr.
Jēkabs Jurdžs, who is absolutely
instrumental in these communi-
cations. I have been blessed with his
friendship in the last year and a half in
the field, and I look forward to
continuing to work with him and the
rest of our faculty in the English
program to see this brought to full
fruition in the near future.

Thank you so much for the support
you’ve shown us and this project thus
far, and we look forward to continuing
to serve the Lord here in Eurasia
along with all of you! Through this
important work of training new
pastors, we are providing the workers
who will be going out into the harvest
field and planting churches, bringing
countless people to Christ through
Word and Sacrament ministry in the
years to come.

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Cundiff

Basic Latvian Vocabulary
Come and learn a few basic Latvian
words and phrases. In brackets, you will
find the approximate pronunciation.

Hello: Sveiki <SVAY-key>
Good morning: Labrīt! <lahb-REET>
Good day: Labdien! <lahb-DEE-en>
Good evening: Labvakar! <lahb-VAH-car>
Goodbye: Visu labu <VEES-oo LAHB-oo>
How are you? Kā tev iet? <kah tev EE-yet>
Please/You’re welcome: Lūdzu <LOOD-zoo>
Thank you: Paldies <pall-DEE-es>
Yes: Jā <yah>
No: Nē <nay>
Sure/Of course: Protams <PRO-tahms>
Slow down, please! Lēnak, lūdzu! <LEN-
ahk LOOD-zoo>
I’m sorry: Piedod <PEE-uh-DOE-ud>
Excuse me: Atvaino <aht-VINE-oh>
What is your name? Kā tevi sauc? <kah
TEV-ee sowtz>
Where are you from? No kurienes tu esi?
<No KOOR-EE-en-es too ESS-ee>
I am from America: Es esmu no Amerikas.
<ess AHS-moo no AHM-ehr-ee-kahs>
Today: Šodien <SHOW-dee-en>
Yesterday: Vakar <VAH-car>
Tomorrow: Rīt <REET>
Day: Diena <DEE-en-uh>
Week: Nedeļa <NEH-del-yuh>
Month: Mēnesis <MEHN-uh-sis>
Year: Gads <gawds>

Piece of kuka (cake), right??
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A big hurdle has been cleared!
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There are many 
opportunities to serve 
as short-term or GEO 
missionaries. Check 
out the current list and 
download an application 
at lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service 
Opportunities.”

Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCMS to support the work of Quintin Cundiff 
and his family. Make checks payable to:

On the memo line include Cundiff - Latvia
Give securely from any device: https://www.lcms.org/givenow/cundiff

Text LCMSCUNDIFF to 41444

Call a donor care representative: 888-930-4438

September 2017

Quintin and Lindsay visit the Charles Bridge in 
Prague with Melinda Bombaro (left).

The main activity for the Cundiffs in 
February was the opportunity to visit 
Prague in the Czech Republic. Our dear 
friends and fellow missionaries, the 
Bombaro family, moved there around 
the same time that we moved to Latvia. 

During this visit, we visited with all the 
Prague-based LCMS missionaries and 
their families. We met most of them 
during the Missionary Retreat in Latvia 
last August, but we finally met Cody 
Mock and his family. Initially, they were 
meant to be deployed to Riga, Latvia, 
but visa woes forced them to look to the 
Czech Republic, at least for the time 
being. Cody, the new IT specialist in the 
region for Luther Academy in Riga, has 
helped Quintin and Lindsay immensely 
with all things technology! (Praise be to 
God!) We had a wonderful time with all 
the missionaries in Prague!

Quintin’s Ph.D. classes will continue in 

April at the seminary in Fort Wayne, so 
he is focusing more attention on the 
Academy here in Riga right now. He 
heads to Hamburg, Germany, in March 
for an Academy faculty meeting; they 
will evaluate the recent and current 
courses and discuss adjustments and 
plans for future semesters. 

Lindsay finally applied to the University 
of Nebraska Medical Center for RN-to-
BSN studies. Her application goes to the 
selection board within the next month. 
She will begin those classes in the Fall 
of 2024 if all goes as planned.

We are still in the planning phases of 
our Home Service, which is currently 
scheduled for June and July 2024. We 
have a limited number of Sundays 
during that time, of course, but we may 
be reaching out to see if we can 
schedule some midweek gatherings to 
talk about the incredible work happening 
in Latvia and the rest of the region!

Be sure to follow our 
Facebook page, “The 

Cundiffs in Latvia,” for 
even more photos and 

stories of the Lord’s work 
in this beautiful country!

Cundiff family updates

Carter’s Corner
Sveiki (hello)! February was pretty 
interesting! We went to Prague in the 
Czech Republic to see the Bombaro 
family. It was so awesome that I had the 
time to get to know their 14-year-old 
son. We enjoyed talking about our 
missionary kid experiences and roaming 
around the city together. Thank you for 
all your support – may God bless you!

- Carter (age 12)

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

• The health and well-being of 
our families and friends in the 
United States.

• The health and well-being of 
our missionaries and their 
families here on the field.

• The people of Malawi, who are 
enduring a drought that is caus-
ing food supply uncertainties.

• Our students, many of whom 
are working full-time and caring 
for their families and their 
congregations while taking 
multiple courses at Lutera 
Akadēmija.

PRAISE GOD FOR:

• The camaraderie and friend-
ship of fellow missionaries in 
the region.

• YOU - our generous donors 
and prayer warriors, along with 
the steadfast workers of 
Mission Central and Mission 
Advancement, without whom 
this mission would be 
impossible.

A greener option?
If you would like to help us save on paper 
and postage by getting our newsletters in 
digital form, please email Lindsay at 
Lindsay.Cundiff@lcmsintl.org. We would 
be happy to make that quick and simple 
change for you. Thank you!
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