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      Did You Know? 
 

• To learn more about 
LCMS Ministry to the 
Armed Forces, visit:  
https://www.lcms.org/
ministry-to-the-armed-
forces 

• Rev. Dr. Jose Fuliga was 
president of the Lutheran 
Church of the Philippines 
decades ago 

• The Cima family has 
served in Vietnam and 
Cambodia for 15 years! 

To be added to or removed 
from this mailing list, send an 

email message to 
paul.nelson@lcms.org  

with the word ADD or RE-
MOVE in the subject line. 

Philippines &  Singapore 
        WARNING!!!!! 
 

Please DO NOT post 
this newsletter on the 

Internet without  
our permission! 

For more regular updates 
and images of our life in 
Medan, Indonesia please 

visit our blog: 
http://partners-apart.org 

 
Or click HERE! 

Right—Lunch after Refor-
mation Sunday worship in 
Singapore.  Myself, Haley, 
Rev. Dr. James Baneck, Ste-
phen, Sam, Johan and SE 
Asia Regional Director 
Charles Ferry 
 
Below—Rev. Dr. Jose Fuliga 
& wife, and President Anto-
nio Reyes of the Lutheran 
Church in the Philippines.  
Lunch during their 25th Na-
tional Convention. 

In Singapore we wel-
comed Rev. Dr. 
James Baneck, 
LCMS Executive 
Director of Pastoral 
Education on his first 
visit to the SE Asia 
Region.  In the Phil-
ippines I was hon-
ored to be the guest 
teacher for their 25th 
National Convention, 
where 150-some 
workers gathered to 
plan, praise and pray. 

I was also blessed to make a pastoral visit to the Cima family, deployed in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, and bring the Word of God in their partner church congregation.  And the 
month began with a pastoral care visit to our LCMS deployed military personnel & fami-
lies in Okinawa, Japan.  My visits there are part of an ongoing partnership with LCMS 
Ministry to the Armed Forces.  Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram, deployed in Tokyo, Japan, and 
myself make regular visits to Okinawa to provide Word & Sacrament worship and pastoral 
care.   
 
Unfortunately, since I’m a writer rather than a photographer, I didn’t remember to take 
photos during those visits!  Please keep the Cimas, the LCP, our armed forces service 
members and our friends in prayer for safe-keeping, health, and continued faithfulness! 

http://partners-apart.org


Prayers 
and Thanksgivings 

 

• Prayers for safe trav-
els for myself and my 
family in November 

• Prayers as we begin 
planning our first 
Home Service next 
year 

• Pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s presence and 
power as I go to Ne-
pal to help teach next 
month 

There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mis-
sionaries. Check out the 

current list and download 
an application at: 

lcms.org/service.  

To support our work financially, make checks payable (memo line: “Support of Rev. Paul A.  
Nelson”) to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
888-930-4438  
 
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page at 
lcms.org/Nelson.  

Mission Central provides in-
credible financial support to 
LCMS workers around the 

world—including us!  Contact 
Mission Central for more in-

formation! 
 

https://missioncentral.us 

Eyeing the End of the Year 

Do not put your trust in 
princes, in human beings, 

who cannot save. 
 

Psalm 146:3 

November I will be gone all month with long trips to Nepal and the Philippines and a short-
er trip to Kuala Lumpur.  My travels will subside the first week of December.  This year 
has been a flurry of travel all over Southeast Asia, getting to see the work our various 
workers and partner organizations are engaged it.  It’s been an incredible learning experi-
ence!  Your partnership is making possible the continued spread of the Gospel to more and 
more people.   
 
Translations of theological texts are being made into Indonesian, Japanese, Mandarin and 
Tamil languages.  Church partner church workers are being equipped to better share the 
good news of Jesus Christ with their members, thus equipping them to better live lives of 
gratitude and joy for what God has done for them.  Those lives are beacons to their neigh-
bors who often inquire why Christians are hopeful and helpful.  Strengthening the work of 
God’s servants in these varied locales is humbling and very gratifying work. 
 
In December I’ll need to apply for a new passport.  I obtained my current one just over two 
years ago.  But in two years overseas I have nearly filled the 50-pages in the ‘big book’ 
passport!  Much of that was due to having to rely on short-term visas for the first year and a 
half of my time in Indonesia.  The rest was due to my travels.  I pray my next passport will 
last a little longer now that I have a work visa in Indonesia which requires much smaller 
passport stamps upon entering and exiting! 
 
I’m already planning for next year.  I’ll continue to have regular visits to Okinawa, Hanoi, 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, and the Philippines.  In these places I’ll be providing pastoral 
care or teaching or relationship building.  I also may have opportunities to be of help in Sri 
Lanka again with additional teaching and possibly further work in Nepal.  And I’d like to 
expand the work of OIM as I am able and it fits within our overall strategic plans.  There 
are plenty of places where the LCMS has worked in the past but isn’t able to at the mo-
ment.  Plenty of other places we haven’t ever worked but maybe could.   
 
And of course the spring will be largely taken up with our first Home Service to the US.  
That will be an exciting time of reconnection with some of our partners as well as time 
with family.  We’re also excited to visit Mission Central in Iowa to provide in-person re-
ports on the work here and to visit the LCMS International Center in St. Louis to reconnect 
with the Office of International Mission.  Our schedule of visits is beginning to shape up, 
with a fair amount of time in our old stomping grounds of the Central Coast in California, 
as well as visiting with partners in Arizona, Nevada, Colorado, and South Dakota.  We’ll 
post more information as our plans solidify in the coming months.   
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https://missioncentral.us/

