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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
ON THE ROMAN ROAD:  
NO MORE SEPARATION 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39 ESV) Being 
“on the road” often means being separated from the ones 
we love and the things that are most familiar. We have been 
“on the Roman Road” and have reached Paul’s climactic 
ending to all the obstacles that get in the way of our faith in 
God. Everything imaginable is addressed in these verses as 
Paul shows us the depths of God’s love for us.  

Our community here at International Lutheran Church is 
familiar with the challenges of separation and being “on the 
road.” Many of us have the shared experience of leaving 
those familiar things of our childhood and traveling to 
places far from home. Many of us have felt the discomfort 
of being separated from family, friends and loved ones. As 
Chenhsi and I make our last presentations and prepare to 
return to Korea, we are again feeling the lump in our throats 
of saying goodbye for another season. Thankfully this 
feeling never gets easier, only harder, reminding us of what 
is truly important. 

This is why Paul's words are so relevant for us today. As he 
closes the argument concerning our life in Christ and the 
challenges we face because we are connected to Jesus, we 
see that there are two important truths to keep us on the 
right track. First, God is working all things for our good. His 
plan for us is not bad but for our good, even the difficult 
things we face. Suffering, hardship, challenges, and 
setbacks are not a sign of God's anger or displeasure, but 
rather He uses even these things to bring about His plan for 
good. Second, we need to know that nothing can separate 
us from God's love, or from God Himself. Paul's list is still 
relevant today as we face all these things still now. We may 
describe them in different ways, but he has included 

everything possible - past, present, future, even life or 
death.  

But how is it that Paul can be so certain? This is the critical 
part of the Gospel. For us to be inseparable from God, this 
action must be carried out by God Himself. This He has 
done in sending our Savior who on the cross was separated 
from His Heavenly Father so that we would be reunited with 
Him. By Christ’s death, God definitively separated us from 
all that would separate us from Him. In the Gospel lesson 
for today the three parables that end Matthew 13 remind us 
of how we are precious to God. Not only did He go looking 
for us to find us, but He also sold ALL He had to make us His 
own. This is why Paul can say, "If God is for us, who can be 
against us?" (Romans 8:11). Nothing can separate us from 
Him or His love. This is good news for us, and for the whole 
world. 

We are not the only generation to experience the 
challenges of migration, immigration, displacement, and 
the rapid change of worldwide unrest. This is why these 
words from Romans continue to encourage and strengthen 
us. In every age, God wants us all to know the good news 
that He has removed all the barriers that would ever 
separate us from Himself, and that we would be 
encouraged to share this Good News wherever He sends 
us!  
 

Pastor Carl

The Messenger 
International Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

10:00 AM  Divine Worship Service     
  (in-person and live stream)                         

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

July 30: 9th Sunday after Pentecost

OT Deuteronomy 7:6-9

NT Romans 8:28-39

Gospel Matthew 13:44-52

THANK YOU TO OUR VACANCY PASTORS 
We wish to especially thank our vacancy pastors who will 
be serving our congregation this summer while Pastor Carl 
and family travel to the U.S. to share about the ministry here 
in Seoul and thank the many supporters who make it 
possible for them to serve here. Today, we are grateful for 
Pastor Paul Weber, father of Rebekah, who will fill in for the 
next two weeks. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
The new Worship Volunteer list is on the bulletin board and 
linked to the electronic version of The Messenger. If you 
would like to be added to future lists, please write to the 
email address listed above. 

BIBLE STUDY BREAK 
All Bible studies are on break for the summer. We will pick 
up all studies again in the early fall. 

FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase flowers in order to honor or 
gift to someone, the cost is ₩35,000 for a potted 
arrangement. You may write your name on the Flower Chart 
by the big red doors. Place your donation in an offering 
envelope and mark it ‘flowers’ on the memo line. 

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in 
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant, or need to make a scheduling 
adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we 
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts 
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for 
your personal end-of-year giving statement.  

     CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

JULY 30                                   10:00 AM

READER Jeff

ACOLYTE Danny

GREETERS/USHERS Pedro & Lily

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Doug

LIVE STREAM Richard

KITCHEN HELPER Insun & Eric

OFFERING COUNTERS Helen & Yoonsil
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