
We have written about Pastor Kimhai before (see here, along with this video), but this month brought J.P. back to Kimhai’s 
church in Kampong Chhnang once more, this time for catechism training.  While catechism training is nothing new, this 
trip did give J.P. more time at Pastor Kimhai’s home, which only increased his respect for this very busy pastor/husband/
father.  Pastor Kimhai shepherds a congregation that meets at a building on his own property. This is not uncommon for 
pastors in Cambodia, where high costs prohibit 
the purchase of dedicated church properties 
and buildings. Moreover, like many Cambodian 
pastors, he also travels weekly to serve several 
small and larger groups of Christians in the area 
who cannot come to meet at his main church.  
Also common is the need for pastors to work to 
support their families while also serving as 
pastors. This might sound strange to Western 
ears, but it is the norm in many parts of the 
world (and, in fact, “bi-vocational” pastors are 
increasing in number in the U.S., too!), and is 
thoroughly biblical.  Indeed, we often call it a 
“tentmaker” model after Paul (cf. Acts 18:1-4).  
In addition to serving his multiple groups, 
Pastor Kimhai is the Bible teacher at the local 
Garuna Christian School.  Further, his family 

engages in animal 
husbandry, including 
chickens, geese, pigs, and 
cows. Dogs were running 
around, too, which did cause J.P. to pause when dog meat was on the menu one day.  Kimhai’s family 
also recently planted several durian trees on their property.  With proper care, they will yield fruit in 
3-4 years.  Durian fetches a high price in Cambodia.  Seeing all this, J.P. thanked God for Pastor 
Kimhai’s industriousness, hard work, perseverance, and faithfulness in all his vocations.  What a joy to 
help in a small way by teaching and learning him and key leaders in his churches! 

Thank you for your prayers for J.P.’s prospectus hearing. He is thrilled to report that his 
prospectus was approved without revisions! This was a huge relief and an important milestone in 
the dissertation process. Afterwards, he spent a good part of the month gathering materials for 
his application to the seminary’s Institutional Review Board (IRB), which ensures proper research 
ethics. The IRB director anticipates no problems. Once past this final step, J.P. will FINALLY be 
able to engage in data collection, which will include an initial survey and interviews. All of the 
positive feedback has given him even more motivation to press on in this marathon!

In 

Other

News

Wanna help us 
impact the people of 
Cambodia?  Give online 
here, or mail a check to 1) 
P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, 
MO 63166-6861 (payable 
to The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod), OR 2) 
40718 Highway E-16, 
Mapleton, IA 51034 
(payable to Mission 
Central). For ALL checks, 
in the memo line write 
“Cima family-Cambodia.”

Praise: for fruitful 
training in Kampong 
Chhnang; for progress on 
J.P.’s dissertation; for the 
kids’ upcoming school 
break for the Khmer Water 
Festival.  Prayer: for 
Pastor Kimhai and his 
churches; for the ASEAN 
meetings happening Nov. 
8-13 in Phnom Penh; for 
Aimee’s safe travel to 
Sierra Leone later this 
month for community 
health education.
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