ON SATING AND DOING THIE SAME

THINGS OVER AND OVIER...

We struggled with what to write in this newsletter. In truth, it
was a very busy month, but busy doing things we've reported
on before. J.P. taught the Small Catechism again (pic b), as
he has many times before. He also taught the Book of
Concord for a third time (pic a), but this time for the Luther
Institute of Southeast Asia. J.P. also visited churches in Siem
Reap for the ongoing program of intentional visitation. Our
youth group met for Bible study throughout the month. You
might think, “J.P., don’t you ever do anything different!?” On
the one hand, there is a sense in which the answer is no.
Much of our ministry is doing the same things, saying the
same things, teaching the same things, over and over again.
But rather than being a sign of stagnation, this is an
intentional effort towards three related goals. First, we seek
to be focused. With so many good things that we could be
doing, we must guard against losing sight of the main thing.
Paul writes, “For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom.
1:16). So we focus on the Word. Second, we seek to be
consistent. Over the past couple of years, Cambodians
have dealt with constantly changing circumstances in their
families, communities, and country. They need an anchor,
Jesus Christ, who “is the same yesterday and today and
forever” (Heb. 13:8). Only Jesus is truly consistent. Finally,
we seek to be patient. Discipleship doesn't happen over
night. We are all works in progress, navigating the peaks and
valleys of our lives, until that time when we go to be with
Christ. And so, we trust that "they who wait for the Lord shall
renew their strength” (Is. 40:31).

On the other
hand, there are
always new
aspects of our
life and ministry.
Here's a few
recent tidbits:
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Praise: for recent opportunities to share the gospel in our
neighborhood; for the recent arrival of a Christian family
in our neighborhood. Prayer: for final visitations in
Thbum Khmum and Kampot; for upcoming training
seminars; for Cambodian Christians who experience
spiritual affliction during the Pchum Ben holiday at the
end of September.

SVANNA HERP us impact the people of Cambodia?
Give online here, or mail a check to 1) PO. Box 66861, St.
Louis, MO 63166-6861 (payable to The Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod), OR 2) 40718 Highway E-116,
Mapleton, IA 51034 (payable to Mission Central). For ALL
checks, in the memo line write “Cima family-Cambodia.”
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