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Pastor Paul’s Call

Pastor Paul is a theological
educator in Taiwan, serving
with the China Evangelical
Lutheran Church (CELC) and
China Lutheran Seminary
(CLS). He is called to teach,
write, and help plant and pas-
tor Lutheran churches.

To be added to or removed
from this mailing list, send an
email message to
michael.paul@lcmsintl.org with
the word ADD or REMOVE in
the subject line.

One_day Liturgy Seminar As a “theological educator” mis-
sionary, one of my main roles is

to teach pastors and pastors-in-training. Since the China Evangelical Lu-
theran Church (CELC) has a serious shortage of pastors, and since there are
very few men coming up from the CELC that aspire to the Office of the
Ministry, the CELC is slowly welcoming men into the synod from other
Church bodies. My first task is always to slowly catechize these men and
their wives. I’m currently meeting weekly with two of these couples. Be-
yond that, the initial classes I’'m responsible to teach are the Book of Con-
cord, homiletics (preaching), and liturgical worship. Ideally these three
courses all occur over a few months’ time, giving much time to learn and
absorb the material. Sometimes more intensive approaches are used, which
included a one-day seminar on liturgical worship this week. Vicars Fred
Tan and Bright Liu met with me to discuss the theology and practice of li-
turgical worship. In the morning we talked through material they read in
preparation for the day, including portions of Gene Edward Veith’s Spiritu-
ality of the Cross and Lutheranism 101 (both in Chinese translation). Most
of the afternoon was spent going
through step-by-step how to lead
X the congregation in the Divine Ser-
andey vice. While Vicar Tan has already
been doing this for several months,
Vicar Liu will only begin later this
month, so we gave him lots of op-
portunity to practice. Next week I
will begin a full-length homiletics
course with Vicar Liu and four

other men. More on that next

- month.

Vicars Tan (1)
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All things should be done

decently and in order.
(1 Corinthians 14:40 ESV)




What can you pray for?

Thanks for:

— the opportunity for vicars Tan
and Liu to learn about worship

and the liturgy

— the publication of Getting into

the Theology of Concord

— Irene’s opportunities to share
God’s Word with women and

children

Petitions for:

— the new homiletics course,
beginning next week

— more good books to be pub-
lished in Chinese

— God’s Word & Spirit to grant

Christian faith to Irene’s
friends

Our mailing address:
No. 137, 25F-1 Ciyun Road
Hsinchu City 300195
TAIWAN, R.O.C

our mission
station’s crucifix

Our official website:
www.lcms.org/paul

There are many
opportunities to serve as
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current
list and download an appli-
cation at www.lcms.org/
service. Click on “Service
Opportunities.”

A New Chinese Book!

A few years ago, LCMS President Rev. Mat-
thew Harrison visited Taiwan. One of the
things he did here was visit the leaders of most
of the seven different Lutheran synods in Tai-
wan. When asked if there was anything that
the LCMS might be able to do to assist them
in their work, the one common refrain was
“please help us by providing more good Lu-
theran books in Chinese.” Thus, another of
my roles as theological educator is to encour-
age and help facilitate and coordinate transla-
tion and publication of good Biblical Lutheran [/
resources. There are several partners in this
work, including the Lutheran Heritage Foun- |
dation, which funded the recent publication of |
the new translation of the Book of Concord. -
Just a few weeks after that was published, the CELC published Getting into the
Theology of Concord, by Robert Preus. This book is a wonderful, concise sum-
mary of the Biblical truth contained in the Book of Concord, covering important
topics such as God’s creation, justification, the work of the Spirit, Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper, and living the Christian life. I am currently involved in an addi-
tional ten-plus projects, for some of which I serve as the theological editor. Lord-
willing at least six more books will be published this year.

Brief Updates

e [ continue to meet with Ryan and Candace, study-
ing Old Testament Bible stories. This week we
watched a bit of the 1956 classic, The Ten Command-
ments. They really enjoyed that and asked for recom-
mendations of other Bible-based movies. Any suggestions?
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e Irene continues to share God’s Word with and counsel several women. One mother’s

family struggles, another’s recent epileptic seizures, and a third’s bout with COVID,
have caused them all to seek Irene and ask for prayer. Please pray that God’s Word and
Spirit would grant them the true healing of reconciliation with God through faith in
Christ.

e I coordinate our mission congregation’s choral and instrumental music. This Easter

season we’re again having some type of “special music” each Sunday. Adult choirs, a
children’s choir, handbells, recorders, violins, flutes, a cello, and a trumpet are all part
of the way we’re celebrating our Lord’s victory over death, hell, and Satan.

Keeping up-to-date: 1f you’re not receiving this newsletter by email but would
like to, please contact us at michael.paul@lcms.org. For frequent Facebook up-
dates, go to the Facebook group: “Michael Paul family Taiwan mission.”

To support our work financially, you may make checks payable (memo line:
“Support of Missionary Michael Paul”) to “The Lutheran Church—M issouri

Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:

N\

You can ALSO make checks payable to “Mission Central” and send your tax-
deductible gift to our friends at: Mission Central, 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton,
1A 51034.
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