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Look What I Didn’t Do 
 
Growing up, my parents’ fridge was adorned with a rainbow-shaped magnet 
that read “LOOK WHAT ERIN DID!” Over the years, it prominently affixed 
artwork, photos, programs, certificates, and the like such that anyone who 
graced our kitchen knew what I had drawn, starred in, won, achieved. Many US 
short-term mission-trippers want to share their time abroad with a rainbow 
magnet: LOOK what we built, how many patients we treated, how much clean 
water our filter can produce.  
 
These things have value! Short-term teams help advance strategic mission 
efforts in many a tangible way, but, alongside a more traditional slate of 
opportunities, LAC is pioneering a type of short-term service whose outcomes 
tend toward the intangible. “Mission education” is a participatory, experiential 
look at how the Church in a particular field is Spreading the Gospel, Planting 
Lutheran Churches, and Showing Mercy. Teams serve by 
 
1. being learners. To be educated is, by nature, servile. It is to humiliate 

oneself, tacitly admit a lack of knowledge, and submit to those who teach. 
2. encouraging the local church. For members of nascent local congregations, 

interaction with fellow Lutherans from thousands of miles away is a 
comforting reminder that the body of Christ transcends time and space.   

3. encouraging missionaries. I am built up by the very fact that anyone would 
travel, sacrificing time and treasure, to see what God is doing through me. 
Talking, praying, studying, singing, and 
laughing with teams in English is a refreshing 
glimpse into my passport culture.  

 
Our hope is that mission education teams return 
home and say “LOOK!”: 
 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
glad. (Psalm 126:3) 

 
LOOK WHAT I DIDN’T DO; LOOK WHAT GOD DID! 

This morning (5/24) at Concordia 
the Reformer Seminary’s V 

Annual Theological Symposium, 
Himnario Luterano was 

dedicated to the glory of God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some highlights from its 
impressive Table of Contents: 

 
• The entire Psalter 
• Five Divine Services 
• Two options each for Matins, 

Vespers, and the Litany 
• Orders for Holy Baptism, 

congregational and individual 
Confession & Absolution, 
Responsive Prayer, and 
Intercessory Prayer 

• Collects for every Sunday in 
the church year 

• A daily lectionary 
• Luther’s Small Catechism 
• 670 hymns 
• Indices arranged topically, by 

author/translator, by 
composer, and by tune 

 
...and more. ¡Cantemos! 
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Praises and Petitions 
 
1. Thanksgiving for the birth 

of Malachi to fellow LAC 
missionaries Jordan & 
Justin (Belize) and the 
birth of Viktor to fellow 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Ben & his wife Becca 
(Czech Republic). 

2. Thanksgiving for the first 
CMSCR deaconess 
graduation in Mexico on 
5/8 and the four more to 
follow elsewhere in the 
region.  

3. Thanksgiving for 175 
years of the LCMS on 
4/26.  

4. For the men and women 
who received vicarage & 
internship assignments, 
calls, and placements at 
CSL and CTSFW call day 
services 4/26 & 27.  

5. For the conclusion of this 
week’s (5/24-27) 
theological symposium 
and safe travel home for 
all attendees. 

Quote of the Month 
“Be a pineapple. Stand tall, wear a crown, & be sweet on the inside.”  

– Kat Gaskin, founder, The Content Planner 

To support the LCMS through me, you may give a tax-deductible gift… 
 
• online, securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/mackenzie; 
• by phone: 1-888-843-5267 (donor care rep) or text LCMSMACKENZIE to 41-444; 
• by sending a check (with “Mackenzie/Latin America” on the memo line) to: 

 LCMS, PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861; or 
 Mission Central, 40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, IA 51034.  

Regional Roundup: Ponce, PR 
 
Months after I helped paint the Casa de 
Amparo (House of Refuge) mercy house 
during a quick jaunt to the Isla del Encanto in 
January, new signage went up in late April—a 
final step in making the vision for which we 
were prepping it a reality. Every Wednesday 
through Friday, Pastors Lehman and 
Neuendorf stick to the following schedule: 
 
10:00 am: Neighborhood prayer walk 
11:00 am: Morning Prayer service 
11:30 am -5:30 pm: Open house (games, crafts, snacks, fellowship, counseling, etc.) 
5:30 pm: Evening Prayer service 

 
Pray that this bright, inviting facility might be a place where members and 
neighbors alike come to know and believe that “Tú, Señor, eres el refugio de los 
pobres; eres su amparo en momentos de angustia,” (The Lord is a stronghold 
for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.”) (Psalm 9:9). 

Left: My church is reviving its monthly women’s fellowship events post-pandemic. Center: 
I took seminary wife Berkis to a tailor one Saturday morning to inquire about having 
custom dresses made for the DR deaconesses, including 12 who will graduate Friday. 
Right: Just a few crazy missionaries picking up a few crazy missionary kids from music 

lessons.  
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