The project of intentional visitation continues apace. In April, J.P. joined a visitation team
made up of friends from multiple organizations (see pic c) to embark on the furthest
journey of all, to Ratanakiri Province in northeastern Cambodia. There they met people and
leaders in three different locations. All three communities are made up of an ethnic
minority group in Cambodia, the Jarai. Though most Jarai in Cambodia are also Khmer
speakers, they also have their own ethnic language and culture. Moreover, because of the
geographic proximity to Vietnam and the presence of Jarai people there, some Jarai are also
Vietnamese speakers. Indeed, one visit was only a couple of kilometers from the Vietnam
border, where J.P. met a friendly Jarai man (pic b) who spoke to him in Vietnamese!

In the first visit, the team spent time with Pastor Bin (pic a), who serves a small home-based
congregation. Time with leaders was a key feature of every visit, especially for learning

about the congregations' struggles and joys. This is part of a wider effort (reported in
February) to develop plans and strategies for the future. Beyond leaders, the team also

gathered with members of the church for encouragement from God’s Word. J.P. taught
from the parable of the sower in rooms full of farmers! That God is a wasteful farmer turns
out to be wonderful news for us, as He plants the seed of His Word in all kinds of soil. J.P.
used the idea of good soil to introduce the Small Catechism a resource that helps us hear
and understand God’s Word. In every location, catechisms were distributed to leaders and
people (pic f), courtesy of Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF). Many congregations have a
large number of youth members, so Deaconess Neak Mao spent time teaching and
encouraging youth (pic d), who received copies of LHF’s Bible Stories in Pictures.

Whenever possible the team gathered with local communities for food and fellowship. For
the last visit, they didn’t think the timing would work out for a meal together, but the
congregation decided to invite them to stay for an early lunch (pic e). With such a large
group the host family didn’t have enough silverware, so everyone happily ate rice out of
plastic bags. It was a fun (and delicious!) way to cap off a great week of visits!
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Wanna help us impact the Praises: for fantastic Holy Week services; for
people of Cambodia? Give online meaningful discussions in a ladies’ group Aimee
here, or mail a check to 1) P.O. Box helps lead; for the relaxation of COVID-19

66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 restrictions; for significant progress in the initial

(payable to The Lutheran Church— stages of J.P/s dissertation. Prayers: for
Missouri Synod), OR 2) 40718 endurance during the hot season; for J.P. and
UV ENA SRR NS DEZ I Celeste’s upcoming travel to Bangkok for some
(payable to Mission Central). For ALL I I  Re XS e B (o - e AT R o 0 1e R R o) e

checks, in the memo line write scheduled for mid-May; for the kids as they wrap up
“Cima family-Cambodia.” the school year.
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