
Of Friends and Enemies

There is a stark contrast in the two major events that
unfolded in the month of February; some wonderful steps
forward in building up congregational fellowship which
reached its height in our “Friendship Day” (Latin American
Valentines day) celebration, and the shocking invasion of
Ukraine. A celebration of friendship and love, and the
beginning of a major war in the same month. 

We have been amazed to see the growth in friendship
and fellowship that is beginning to take root in our
activities, especially as we transition to daily hospitality.
Church members and regular visitors have begun inviting
their friends, neighbors, and acquaintances to our
activities, and as the pandemic wanes on the island our
attendance is ticking up again. We see how the constant
sharing of the love of Jesus is bearing fruit and spreading
in small and in large ways every day. I have been
particularly encouraged to see how those who have been
a part of our community of faith for longer are welcoming
in the new faces and serving as hosts in the house of our
Lord. 

Perhaps that is what makes the news of war in Europe so
especially poignant, the contrast seems so jarring. It has
struck us all as so unprecedented and shocking. War
seems so unimaginable and surprising, but the scriptures
teach us that just the opposite is true. A church member
told me that many people on the street are saying that
this really must be the end of the world because now the
words of Jesus are being fulfilled about “earthquakes and
wars and rumors of wars.” I found that interesting
because what Jesus says in this verse is exactly the
opposite. Mark’s Gospel (13:7-8) has,        

“When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be
frightened; those things must take place; but that is not
yet the end. For nation will rise up against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in
various places; there will also be famines. These things
are merely the beginning of birth pangs.”

According to our Lord, these are precisely the ordinary
things that shouldn’t surprise us or cause us to think that
the end is near. This is the usual way of the world. The
world pitches and groans as it always has since the fall,
this is nothing out of the ordinary. What ought to
surprise us then? 

Certainly this: “No longer do I call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing but I
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my
Father I have made known to you. You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it
to you. These things I command you, so that you will love
one another.” (John 15:15-17)

In a world of storms and sicknesses, famines and
earthquakes, wars and political strife, the only thing that
is really surprising is the Love of Jesus for all people. We
made ourselves into enemies of God, but He has come
to restore us as His friends. It is this knowledge that
causes us to “lift up our heads, for our redemption is
drawing near.” Praise God for His ever-surprising and
never ending love. 
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In February, we celebrated completing Unit 2 and 3
for Beginner and Advanced Students. It's been such
a joy to have people back into our church and
facilities as well as serve alongside church members
as they welcome people into their church.  

We finally met Stephenie Hovland in person this
month! Stephanie is a deaconess student  at
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. We met her during
the pandemic as she volunteered to be one of
our online ESL teachers. After many
conversations, Stephanie is working with
Evangelist William Torres to write a children's
outreach and Christian education program that
will be used on the radio and in person at both
congregations. 

Thanksgiving for fellowship activities 
Continued construction at CARD Ponce
Opening of Mercy House
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