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Christmas in the Czech 
Republic!

Contact information 
update 

Upon my arrival in the Czech 
Republic, my SIM card was 
removed from my phone. This 
means that for the time being, 
I no longer have access to my 
U.S phone number. I 
apologize if any of you have 
attempted to reach me via this 
number since my departure 
from the States. I will no 
longer be able to see if you 
have attempted to reach me 
via my U.S number. So, if you 
would like to get ahold of me (I 
would love to hear from you!), 
please message me on 
Facebook or Instagram, send 
me an email, OR, you can text 
or call my Czech number via 
WhatsApp.

My Czech number: 
+420-731-679-308 

    I have arrived! On December 6th I received a phone 
call saying that my Czech visa had been approved and on  
December 11th, it arrived in the mail along with my 
passport. The moment I have been waiting for! After my 
passport arrived on the 11th, everything went very quickly. 
I secured my plane tickets, packed, said final goodbyes, 
and flew out from the States on December 20th. I flew 
from Sioux Falls to Chicago, Chicago to Munich, 
Germany, and Munich to Prague. In Prague, I was picked 
up by LCMS missionary Cindy Wrucke. The first two 
weeks in the Czech Republic were jam-packed. I spent a 
few days with Cindy in Prague, then Cindy and I went to 
Havirov and spent Christmas Eve and Christmas Day with 
my supervisor Ben and his wife Becca. Even though 
Christmas was different than usual, the message of 
Christmas remains the same no matter what the time-
zone is! We all had a great time with one another. 

http://lcms.org/rensner


The work begins  

Now that I am here and beginning to get settled in, I am starting to step into my roles. Here 

is a look at some things that I am getting involved with so far:  

  

Riga Luther Academy: In total, I currently will be serving as an  English tutor to eight 

different men. There are currently six men associated with the Riga Luther Academy whom 

I am tutoring. I am also tutoring a pastor based in Slovakia, and the Lutheran Bishop of 

Spain. Out of the eight men, I have so far met and had tutoring sessions with five of them. I 

am eager to meet the others! 

Local Czech churches: This week, I had meetings with two pastors from different local 

Lutheran congregations. I loved talking with these pastors and learning from them about the 

history, struggles, strengths, and overall life of their congregations. The pastors and I 

discussed different English-language learning opportunities that I can provide through their 

churches. I am very excited to get these groups and activities up and rolling. 

Online opportunities: This spring, I will be assisting with an online program called English 

Conversation Partners. This program is an opportunity for people here in the Czech 

Republic to meet over Zoom, with volunteers from the States, and practice their English 

through conversations. Starting in two weeks, these sessions will take place every week for 

an hour for a total of six weeks. I have been working on the conversational curriculum for 

this program.

Youth Retreat: In addition to visiting Prague, getting 

settled in, and spending Christmas with fellow missionaries, 

I also was able to attend a youth retreat in a neighboring 

town and meet some of the young adults that attend the 

local Lutheran churches.



PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
• The Riga Academy students as 

they begin their semester
• Czech pastors and church 

workers as they seek to share 
the Gospel 

• Myself as I continue to learn 
Czech and become acclimated 
to the culture

• That God would continue to 
open hearts and minds to hear 
His word 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
• My safe arrival to the Czech 

Republic
• Continued health 
• The beginning of the new 

semester for Riga Luther 
Academy

• God’s blessings and provision 
in this new year

• You! My faithful encouragers 
and supporters 

GET IN TOUCH WITH ME!
Facebook/Instagram: 
@rensnerontherun                 

WhatsApp: 
+420-731-679-308

Email: 
hayden.rensner@lcms.org

Prayerfully consider financially partnering with me as we                        
work together to bring the Good News of the Gospel to those living in 
spiritual darkness in the Czech Republic! Thank you for you continued 
support!                         

                             Send checks with ‘Rensner-Czech’ in the memo line to: 

The Lutheran Church Missouri-Synod 
 P.O. Box 66861                                                                     OR   
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Mission Central 
Highway E-16 
Mapleton, IA 407818 

To the right: I crossed the 

border into Poland. The 

apartment where I am living 

is a 5 minute walk from the 

Polish border. I might have 

to consider learning Polish as 

well as Czech.  

I found a local tutor and have 
continued my language learning 
journey with weekly in-person 
classes. My tutor is great and very 
kind and encouraging. I am eager 
to continue hearing and learning 
the language. 

I rang in the New Year in a new country. Despite the 
unfamiliarity of a new country, I know that God is with me 
every step of the way. None of us can be certain about what 
2022 will hold, but, we can be certain that our God is the 
same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). May we 
fix our eyes on Christ in this new year and in the days to 
come.  

May God continue to bless and keep you all in His gracious 
care.  

     - Hayden  

http://www.apple.com

