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BEAUTIFUL FEET

Home base!

MONTHLY CZECH-IN

GO!  
At the opening meeting of the 
conference I was asked to share a 
devotion with everyone. As I began 
to think and pray about what I 
might say I thought of three points. 
Go, Ask and Listen, and Tell. I used 
the story of Jesus and the Woman 
at the well to explain what an 
iteration as a missionary might look 
like. I encouraged the participants 
to reflect on where God is sending 
them, and who He might be 
putting in their path that needs to 
hear about a Savior that loves them 
dearly.  

From Chelsea Irwin, LCMS 
Missionary  
Serving the Lord in the 
Czech Republic and 
Central Europe

At the beginning of November I had the privilege of attending the 
Beautiful Feet Conference at Concordia University Chicago’s campus. 
The conference is geared for mission-minded students from all around 
the country. The theme for this year’s conference was “In His Eyes”. We 
talked about seeing things through Jesus’ eyes and, of course, being His 
hands and feet. This year I was asked to give a devotion as well as 
present in one of the breakout sessions. It was a joy to see so many 
students come together to talk about serving God’s Kingdom in many 
different capacities all over the world. 


When we weren’t speaking in front of a group, our team was standing 
behind the LCMS International Mission booth in the exhibitors’ hall. 
There we conversed with various students about missionary life and how 
God is working around the world. 


The Beautiful Feet Conference is where I met many missionaries as a 
student and was encouraged to continue pursuing international mission. 
I pray that this conference continues for many years to come and 
continues to bless the students and leaders in attendance. 

Above: Sitting at the LCMS International booth with our lovely team. 
From left to right: Anne Gonzalez, Mark Rabe, Julianna Schults, myself, 
and Erin Mackenzie

Students gather for the 
opening, held in the chapel.  








YOU CAN SERVE WITH THE LCMS TOO! 
There are many opportunities to serve as a short-term or GEO missionary. Check out the current list and 
download an application at lcms.org/service. Click on “Service Opportunities.”   

In 2019 when I was support raising for the first time, I visited 
Peace Lutheran Church in Columbus, Nebraska. There I met 
Pastor Cory Burma and his wife Deb. While I was serving in 
Bohumín I used one of Deb’s books (Joy, A Study of Philippians) in 
a Bible study with my friend, Kaja. Through the Bible study, we 
were encouraged each time by the challenges at the end of each 
chapter. When everything closed due to the pandemic, we 
continued our study online and moved on to Deb’s newest book 
“Be Still and Know, A Study of Rest and Refuge”. 


When I visited Columbus, NE this past fall in 2021, I was so 
excited to greet Deb in person and share with her how her book 
had blessed Kaja and I. What a special meeting! I thank God for 
Deb and the many ways He is working through her. Over the last 
couple years, I have developed a passion for women’s ministry, 
and I am excited to see what opportunities God has in store for me 
in the Czech Republic moving forward. 


I loved meeting with Deb and sharing with her how she is 
connected to God’s work all the way in the Czech Republic. 

It is always a blessing to have a partner when I attend a 
presentation. In September my college friend, Monica 
Lennington came with me while I was in Kansas, and in 
October, my mom was able to join me several times. I always 
hoped that my dad could come with, but since he is an LCMS 
pastor it is hard to pull him away from his own parish. 
However we found a couple days in November that he could 
accompany me to a presentation at Christ Lutheran Church in  
O’Neill, Nebraska. It was such a joy to share with him the 
process of driving through endless corn, meeting new people, 
and sharing God’s work in another place. 


Below: A group picture of my dad and me with those in 
attendance at the presentation. The members from Christ 
Lutheran were so welcoming. I also had the privilege of 
leading their preschool chapel in the morning! 

Towards the end of November, I had the privilege of 
presenting to a few youth groups in Nebraska. I love 
getting kids excited about missions and sharing with them 
the direct ways they can get involved immediately. I pray 
that my next home service has as many student visits as 
this one did. 


Above: Middle school students from Peace Lutheran 
Church in Waverly, Nebraska search for locations on a 
Czech map. 

http://lcms.org/service


God continues to bless this ministry through your prayers and financial support. Prayerfully 
consider partnering in God's mission to the Czech Republic and Eurasia through a financial gift.

Send checks to:                                  
LCMS International: P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
(Write "Irwin/Czech Republic" on the memo line),        
         
You can also send your support to the wonderful people at:
Mission Central
407818 Highway E-16
Mapleton, Iowa  51034    

Give online: lcms.org/irwin 

Contact Chelsea Irwin: chelsea.irwin@lcms.org 

PRAY 
• For all other 

missionaries on home 
service 

• For volunteers to fill 
our teams going to 
Poland and the Czech 
Republic this summer  

GIVE THANKS 
• For you, my prayer 

warriors and 
encouragers 

• Blessed time with my 
family during home 
service  

• The opportunity to 
meet with Deb Burma 
in person 

• A safe journey back to 
the Czech Republic.  

HOME SERVICE AND FAMILY 

Missionaries are supported by many people, but a missionary’s relatives are 
some of the most special comforters and prayer warriors. I thank God that my 
family is extremely mission-minded and supportive of me and my colleagues 
around the globe. Some of my favorite moments on home service were the 
times I spent with my family. When they weren’t accompanying me at 
presentations and school visits we caught up on missed in-person 
conversations and quality time. Not pictured here are my younger brother and 
our dog who I also had the pleasure of spending much time with during the fall. 

Over Thanksgiving, I had the privilege 
of seeing my grandma. It was a real 
blessing to spend time with her after 
not being in person for two years. 
Here we are seated with my dad in 
front of our fire pit at home. 

Spending time with my mom is 
always special. It was a blessing to 
be in person and do our “normal” 
things together that we missed while 
I was gone. 

http://lcms.org/irwin
mailto:chelsea.irwin@lcms.org





