SERVING THE LORD IN

EURASIA

CHUCK AND CONNIE CORTRIGHT

SAVED TO SERVE

“For here nothing else is
necessary than faith, that | give
God His due honor and regard
Him as my God, who is just,

truthful, and merciful. Such faith

liberates us from sin and all
evil. Now when | have given
God this honor, then whatever
life I live, I live for my neighbor,
to serve and help him. The
greatest work that comes from
faith is this, that | confess
Christ with my mouth and, if it
has to be, bear testimony with
my blood and risk my life. Yet
God does not need the work;
but | should do it to prove and
confess my faith, in order that
others, too, may be brought to
faith. Then other works will
follow. They must all tend to
serve my neighbor.”

From Luther’s sermons on 1 Peter
(1 Pet 1:15-16), LW 30, pp. 32-33.
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New Chaplain for Monday Prayers

Rev. Dr. Charles Cortright,
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New semester; new role

ello, 2022! Our spring semester
at the Riga Luther Academy’s

English-Studies program has
just opened with an online service and

orientation for the students.

Our students from last semester are all
with us but we have also enrolled two
new students, Rev. Krishna Bhatta in
Nepal and Jurdanas Statkus in
Lithuania. Jurdanas is a former
Franciscan who is now studying for the
Lutheran ministry in Lithuania.

The students will be taking a variety of
courses. Pastoral theology will be one
focus as they study with Drs. Christian
Tiews (LCMS, Germany) and Detlev
Schulz (Concordia, Fort Wayne). The
other focus will be Church History
with Rev. Jerry Lawson (LCMS,
Russia).

What am I doing?

After teaching solidly over the past 5
years, | have a change of emphasis this
semester. | am serving as the chaplain
of the program. One regular duty will
be to conduct a Monday service online
for the students. We gather during my
morning/their evening for a 30-minute
Vespers service that includes prayers
requested by the students. In addition, I
will be mentoring students and serving
as a pastoral counselor for them.

There are a number of “behind-the-
scenes” projects also coming up in the
semester.

One of these is going back through the
various courses I have created on
PowerPoint. These need to be carefully
edited along with all the ancillary
materials (tests, handouts, etc.) for
archiving and future use.

We are also planning for the Spring
intensive course, the second such
course in the program. Because of all
the complications of COVID for travel
and visa permissions, we are working

Preaching online from my office

to arrange these well in advance of the
April dates for the course.

New semester, new role, but the same
purpose: helping to form pastors to
bring Jesus to Eurasia. THANK YOU
for your prayers and support!

-Charles +
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PLEASE PRAY FOR...
* the staff, teachers, and

students of the English
Studies program as they
begin this new semester. Ask
the Lord to grant
perseverance and
commitment to them through
the Word and their studies.

our work and plans for a
second Intensive Course
later this spring. Ask the Lord
to bless our students with
visas and permissions to
attend.

all our missionaries as they
travel for their work. Ask the
Lord for safety, health, and
joyous homecomings.

Give thanks for:

* new workers in the Eurasia

region: Rev. Dr. Corey Rajek,
Jennifer and the Rajek
family; Hayden Rensner;
Rev. Tyler McMiller and
family.

God'’s continuing blessing
through our supporters and
‘pray-ers” who make it
possible for us to serve .
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JANUARY REFLECTIONS

The time between semesters can often
be described as “down time” for
teachers. For us, this first holiday
season back in the U.S. gave us a
chance to reflect and reconnect.

As amazing as online technology is in
allowing a
{Jrogram
ike the
Luther
Academy’s
English
Studies
program to
function, it
is still
- virtual,
Riga not real. We
miss being actually in Latvia although
the COVID situation has not
improved.

But bein
back in the
U.S., we
have
especially
enjoyed
seeing
some of
our grand-
children at
Christmas
(for real!)—the first time in five years.

Likewise, being able to join in wor-
ship in the company of fellow

Christians
(more than
just the two
of'us!) and
to hear
Christmas
musiﬁ and
sing hymns
has been a
}%reat.
lessing.

Being the

Academy’s

“branch

office” in

Sheboygan,

WI, we

have been

blessed, too,
in becoming
members at

one of our
supporting New member Sunday
congregations in the area, Our
Savior’s Lutheran.

In a few days we will be traveling to
Concordia, Fort Wayne where we will
learn more about the Lord’s plans for
us in the coming year. I’ll report on
that in February’s letter.

Lots to reflect on!

Do you get our letter mailed to you?

We send out nearly 450 letters each month by email
and U.S. mail. If you get our letter via U.S. mail, please
consider switching to the emailed version, if possible.
Besides being more cost-efficient for us, you will find
the quality and sharpness of the pictures and print is far
better. If you wish to switch, just send a test email to
charles.cortright@Icms.org and | will place your email
address into the e-mailing list. Please note, | only use it
to send the newsletter or letters of thanks; | do not
share or give out addresses to third parties.

“Man proposes, God disposes”

-Charles + —_—

Mission Central

To support the LCMS through the work of Charles and Connie Cortright, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR

Attn: Gary W. Thies, Missionary/Advocate

40718 Highway E 16

Mapleton, IA 51034-7105

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Write Cortright-Eurasia Support on the memo line.
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on my online giving page at www.lcms.org/cortright
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