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News from Pastor Michael & Jen-Yi “Irene” Paul serving our Lord in Taiwan

michael.paul@lcms.org

God’s Word at Work
Upon returning to our full-time mission work here in Taiwan I have been
simply amazed at the countless wonderful opportunities to teach and share
God’s Word with so many different
people in so many different contexts.
While God’s Word was certainly active here in Taiwan while we were in
the US this past summer, it is so exciting for us to be a part of that activity here again and we are so grateful to all of
you in the US for partnering with us in this work.

Pastor Paul’s Call
Pastor Paul is a theological
educator in Taiwan, serving
with the China Evangelical
Lutheran Church (CELC) and
China Lutheran Seminary
(CLS). He is called to teach,
write, and help plant and pastor Lutheran churches.

To be added to or removed
from this mailing list, send an
email message to
michael.paul@lcmsintl.org with
the word ADD or REMOVE in
the subject line.

Since returning, my teaching of God’s Word has focused on the Gospel according to John Bible class at our mission station, the 20-minute pre-worship
teaching (lately on the meaning of liturgical worship), going through Luther’s
Small Catechism weekly with a vicar and his wife and a seminarian and his
wife, and teaching the vicar and seminarian a beginning class on preaching. In
addition, I made three home visits yesterday to Church members, bringing
God’s Word to them and praying with them. Irene has both taught God’s
Word to children at our mission station, and shared it with many women—
mostly our neighbors. There are many, many people, both within and outside
the Church, who are willing to hear God’s Word
here. Please continue to
pray that Irene and I can
make the most of as many
opportunities that the Lord
gives us as we can.

The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
but the word of the Lord
remains forever.
(1 Peter 1:24-25 ESV)

Persimmon Evangelism

What can you pray for?

Thanks for:
 all the wonderful opportunities
there are to preach, teach, and
share God’s Word in Taiwan
 opportunities to reach new
people through Moms & Tots
and the new catechism class

Taiwan is sometimes called the “Fruit Kingdom,” due to the incredible variety of fruit
that’s grown throughout the island. Especially when there’s a “bumper crop” of a
particular kind, we sometimes receive from
friends or neighbors large quantities of fruit-much more than Irene and I can eat on our own. We recently received a large box
full of persimmons this way. Irene quickly decided to share them with neighbors,
especially women that she hadn’t been in contact with for awhile…as a way to renew friendships and hopefully lead to the sharing of God’s Word and invitations to
Church activities. What a wonderful “excuse” sharing persimmons was to show
interest and concern for people…and Irene was indeed able to invite women to
Church and share a bit of God’s Word with some.


Petitions for:
 Jacky, that he would come
regularly to catechism class
 Vicar Tan and Seminarian
Zhou’s growth in understanding of God’s Word
 the increased efforts for more
and better theological education in Taiwan, and for more
seminary students
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No. 137, 25F-1 Ciyun Road
Hsinchu City 300195
TAIWAN, R.O.C
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Our official website:
www.lcms.org/paul
There are many
opportunities to serve as
short-term or GEO missionaries. Check out the current
list and download an application at www.lcms.org/
service. Click on “Service
Opportunities.”








Brief Updates

Aside from studying Luther’s Small Catechism
with Vicar Fred Tan and his wife Amanda on
Saturday mornings, and with seminarian Dingtai Zhou and his wife Jiayu on Monday afternoons, I’ll begin an additional Small Catechism
class Sunday mornings at 9am (taking the place
of the John Bible Study). We continue to get
both new members and also new contacts who
can be greatly helped by the study of the Catechism.
Many of you heard once again about Jacky during our summer presentations in the US.
A few weeks ago, Irene and I visited him, Mandy, and Sean at their home. I talked
quite a bit with Jacky about God’s Word, encouraged him in his own Bible study, and
invited him to our mission congregation for worship and the new catechism class.
Jacky has been studying well on his own these few weeks and has promised to do his
best to attend the catechism class.
The Moms and Tots group will start again formally this Friday and it looks as though
several new moms and tots will try to be a regular part of the group.
The four LCMS missionaries who are waiting to enter Taiwan…are still waiting. A
recent effort to persuade the Taiwan government to allow them to enter failed…so we
continue to wait until the government relaxes border restrictions in general.
Efforts both from the CELC and the LCMS toward eventually establishing a new Lutheran seminary on the island are increasing. While an actual full-blown seminary is
probably many years away, significantly more and better theological education for
current pastors-in-training and for Church workers from other synods who wish to
colloquize into the CELC should be available much sooner. One of my primary roles
in this process is to serve as liason and translator between the CELC and the LCMS.

Keeping up-to-date: If you’re not receiving this newsletter by email but would
like to, please contact us at michael.paul@lcms.org. For frequent Facebook updates, go to the facebook group: “Michael Paul family Taiwan mission.”
To support our work financially, you may make checks payable (memo line:
“Support of Missionary Michael Paul”) to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

You can ALSO make checks payable to “Mission Central” and send your taxdeductible gift to our friends at: Mission Central, 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton,
IA 51034.

