
 

Our annual all-school picture was 

taken recently after Wednesday 

chapel. There are over 80 students 

enrolled. 16 of them currently on 

internship. Do you see us in the 

front, next to the Deputy Principal?  

 

Putting 
Preparation into 

Action 
 

 We are now a month into the 

semester. Vance is 

teaching classes he 

has been preparing 

for since last year, 

but he is still finding 

there is a lot to do to 

be ready for each 

class, including one 

class he was switched 

to after the semester 

began. Those who know him will not 

be surprised he sometimes has too 

much prepared and runs out of class 

time before finishing. 

 Another challenge is that, partly 

because of Covid 19 closures and 

delays, students have arrived 2, 3, or 

4 weeks 

after classes 

started and 

need make-

up sessions 

to catch up. 

Training to 

serve God 

takes a lot 

of 

dedication 

to overcome challenges here. 

 Still, students are putting what 

they learn into action. Students from 

the Homiletics class and others take 

turns preaching for morning chapel. 

The student pictured here also leads 

chapel for an elementary school 

nearby on Wednesdays. (Do you see 

the coat he is wearing because it is 

below 70 degrees in the morning?) 

 Please pray for us, praising God 

for His eternal truth, thanking Him 

for students who are eager to learn, 

and asking Him to help us and all the 

students to have the 

resources, wisdom, etc. to 

do our work well. 
 

More Jobs 
for Linda 

 

 Since Linda 

has started playing 

the keyboard for 

chapel, she has also been 

asked to accompany the Choir. 

Now she has rehearsal five 

evenings per week. Students 

who have skills lead and direct 

the choir. 

 Despite her 

constant claims 

that she only 

teaches students 

who are shorter 

than her, Linda 

has agreed to 

teach this 

semester’s 

English Grammar 

and Composition 

class, which is required for all new 

diploma students. This makes it one 

of the larger classes. 

      The Wednesday Bible Study 

which Linda leads for Deaconess 

students is popular. They also 

include hymn singing in the class. 

Right now, they are studying how to 

mentor others in various situations.  

 Please pray for us, praising God 

for making each of us unique, 

thanking Him for gifts like music and 

language and asking Him to help us 

use all His gifts well and to His 

glory. 
 

People wonder… 
What do you do for enjoyment there? 

 The main thing we do to take a 

break here is go walking in the 

neighborhood. Sometimes we stop 

and visit with 

people about their 

crops. While on a 

walk recently, a 

man who is a 

member of the 

local Lutheran 

church offered  

us bananas from  
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his tree. We insisted that we could 

not take the whole bunch! In typical 

African style, he then asked if we 

could give him some money for his 

unfinished house. 

 One neighbor has shown us each 

step of the house he is building for 

himself, mostly with material from 

his own land. 

 When walking along the rutted 

dirt roads, we step aside for pikipikis 

(motorcycle taxis). On the narrow 

paths between roads, we step aside 

for cows, goats and sheep.  

 Vance sometimes rides the 

bicycle that is here, first going up the 

hill to the paved road which has a 

shoulder. He wears a reflective vest 

like the pikipiki drivers. 

 Indoors, Linda likes to read 

books which she can get on her 

Kindle. It is hard to download 

movies with the internet we have 

here, but sometimes we listen to 

podcasts, watch shorter videos from 

youtube and, of course, enjoy videos 

of the grandchildren. 

 One thing we don’t do is go out 

in the evening. It is not safe to drive 

after dark, about 7 pm. There are 

movie theaters and restaurants in the 

larger towns, but they are an hour 

away. We do “go out for a movie” on 

Thursday nights. Dr. Aadland shows 

videos in the Library on topics like  

creationism, Bible archaeology, etc. 

 If you wonder about a question, 

email vance.becker@lcms.org 

 Please pray for us, praising God 

for comfort and joy, thanking Him 

for good neighbors and friends, and 

asking Him to keep us contented and 

in good cheer. 
 

Bible reflection 
 The Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Kenya has a pair of Bible 

readings for each day, which we use 

in chapel. Last time I preached for 

chapel, the text given was 1 Cor. 9:1-

16. Paul mentions things he has a 

right to such as food and a wife. He 

goes on about how preachers have a 

right to earnings from their work, 

like vineyard keepers, soldiers, 

shepherds, farmers and Old 

Testament priests. But then he says 

that he mentions this not to ask for 

pay but to point out that he is not 

asking for any of it. He shares the 

gospel not to have a right to anything 

but just because it is the only right 

thing to do when he has received 

such wonderful grace himself. How 

can he not preach the gospel!  

 In this part of his letter, Paul is 

showing the Corinthians that the 

guide for what we do is not what we 

have a right to do but what is right 

for us to do when God loves us and 

we in turn love others.  

 The gospel is that we do not get 

what we deserve, which is suffering, 

all because Jesus gave up all his 

rights as the master of the vineyard, 

the one who defends us, the good 

shepherd, the one who gives every 

harvest, the great High Priest, etc., in 

order to give us the right to become 

children of God. 

 In this part of his letter, Paul is 

showing the Corinthians that the 

guide for what we do is not what we 

have a right to do but what is right 

for us to do when God loves us and 

we in turn love others.  

 Please pray for us, praising God 

for the power and glory to which He 

has a right, thanking Him for the 

gospel of His undeserved mercy and 

asking Him to help us freely serve as 

we are freely helped by others. 
 

Swahili sample 
 Many fruit trees grow here. 

Trees are in a noun class that begins 

with “m” in singular and “ma” in 

plural (mti / mamti). You find ndizi 

(a banana) on a mgomba. Many 

types of trees are easy to remember. 

You get a chungwa (orange) from a 

mchungwa, embe (mango) from a 

mwembe, tofaa (apple) from a 

mtofaa, pera (guava) from a mpera, 

etc. Also common in the market are 

nyanya (tomato), viazi (potato), 

pilipili (pepper) and even tikiti maji 

(watermelon). 

 

Contact us at the address below to 

let us know how we can be praying 

for you too. 
 

If you get this newsletter in print 

but could get it by email instead, it 

could save funds for our ministry. 

Email us with your name and the 

mailing address now receiving it. 

If you don’t desire to receive this 

newsletter, email us or call or write 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 1010 

Fleming, Garden City, KS 67846 

(phone (620)276-3110) 
 

Connect with us. 
 Email us at vance.becker@ lcms. 

org & linda.becker@lcmsintl.org, 

or send us postal mail at the Mission 

Central address below.  

 Help expand our network by 

liking vance.becker.lcms on face-

book and sharing it and this 

newsletter with friends. Let us know 

about yourself and prayer requests. 

We will pray for you too. 
 

Financial support 

 All our funding comes through 

the Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod, which is not just an office in 

St. Louis but the people and 

congregations. We are grateful for 

many generous people, for yearly & 

monthly gifts, and also single gifts. 

 A monthly or yearly gift is ideal, 

but a start-up gift is also very helpful. 

• Checks written to LCMS with 

Becker/Kenya in the memo can be 

mailed to: LCMS,    P.O. Box 66861, 

 St. Louis, MO 63166-66861        

or   Mission Central,  

 40718 Highway E16, 

 Mapleton, IA 51034-7105,  

• Give on-line at                
www.lcms.org/givenow/becker 

• or missioncentral.us/becker 

• Give by phone at 888-843-5267.

 Please pray for us, praising God 

for daily providing out of Fatherly, 

goodness and mercy, thanking Him 

for those who are able to give 

generously, and asking Him to keep 

providing funds for this work. 
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