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SERVING THE LORD IN TAIWAN 

January 2021 

Luther Studies Director 

I became Director of Graduate Studies for our Graduate School in Luther Studies on January 1. Thank you for your prayers and 
counsel as I sought God’s guidance about this! This means that I’m in the seminary leadership as administrator for our 
advanced master’s degree in Luther studies, which can be referred to as a Master in Theology (MTh). This research degree has 
two tracks, one in Systematic/Historical theology and the other in Biblical studies. So it combines the three mission passions in 
my heart: 1. Chinese, 2. Bible, and 3. Lutheran theology. As Chinese Christianity moves forward in Christian leadership, mission 
and influence, I feel the urgent mission to spread and root into Chinese Christianity the rich Reformation Biblical theology with 
its vibrant evangelical heart of Justification & Salvation by Grace through Faith Alone. 

See my website on this, which has Chinese & English articles I’ve written about these treasures: 

https://lutherstudies.wordpress.com/ 

Some may ask: “Luther and Reformation theology?! Why emphasize or study this 16th Century stuff when we should just study 
the Bible and also other periods of Christian history?”    

Here’s why: the consensus is that there are no two periods of history which have such rich and multifaceted development of 
Christian theology like the first century (John the Baptist to Revelation, approximately 70 years from the years 30-100 when the 
New Testament was written) and the sixteenth century (The 60 years of the Reformation from the 95 Theses to the Formula of 
Concord, 1517-1577), and the Reformation was a rich digging back into the New Testament after over 1,000 years of Medieval 
tangents in all sorts of unfortunate directions away from the Gospel. It’s God’s blessing of grace to me to be an ardent student 
of both of these, and with the Chinese world and church rising in influence, I’m struck ever so strongly with this mission since 
the negatives in history so often repeat themselves with people following fallen human nature & the larger culture into streams 
of thought and ways that are contrary to God’s Word of Salvation. 

Pray for me! I need your prayers in this burden and vision because I am so unworthy and as I consider those 
who have gone before, I fear that I may serve unworthily in this evangelical mission of God’s grace! 

Armin Buchholz 
2003-2013 

 
 

Jeffrey Oschwald 
2014-2017 

Jukka Kääriäinen 
2017-2018 

 

Samuel Liu 
(interim) 

2018-2019 



 
 

 

                      

                                                                                                                    

                                                             

 

          China Lutheran Seminary   (on November 6, 2020) 

                     

China Lutheran Seminary News 

President Samuel Liu announced that he is leaving 
to be President of China Evangelical Seminary in 
Los Angeles. He will complete seven years of good 
service at the end of this school year in June. We 
thank God for him and pray for His fullest blessing 
upon President Liu and his family! Pray for us as we 
seek a new president. 

(In the photo, President Liu shakes former 
President Thomas Yu’s hand as Board Chairman 
Reverend Du looks on seven years ago) 

Reverend Taimo Kaariainen 
went to be with the Lord 
on January 9. The father of 
Dr. Jukka Kaariainen, he 
served as President for a 
few years and taught at 
CLS for 30 years! We thank 
God greatly for his faith, 
life, serving and witness! 



 
 

                                                        

                        

    

 

SERVING 
Teaching Greek class and 
lecturing on responding 
to homosexuality at a 
Taipei church this last 
semester are some of the 
common ways I serve. 

The China Evangelical Lutheran Church 
held its annual meeting on January 25-26 
at the nicely refurbished headquarters 
office in Taipei. Ten CELC churches in 
Taiwan are listed and the main 
administrative person told me that total 
attendance at these 10 churches is 
probably around 450 people. Let us thank 
God for the reviving of the CELC! 

LCMS Mission Regional Director, Reverend Charles 
Ferry, presents the Asia mission vision to our CELC 
partner church pastors as Missionary Michael Paul 
(with mask) translates. 



 
 

Family Photos 

 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

                                           

      

Maggie made 
this prayer 
poster for the 
children’s daily 
devotions and 
she presents on 
the church year 
in our fellowship 
group. 

Family Advent 
Devotions & 
Ginny at 
Christmas Eve 
Candelight 
Service. 



 
 

          

 

Ginny played the Inn Keeper 
and Isaac played violin for 
the Christmas Program. 

Eating Hot Pot 
together at Home 



 
 

 

                                                                    

                                                                                        

  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 
To support the LCMS through the work of 
Stephen & Maggie Oliver, you may send a 
tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  
40718 Highway E 16 
Mapleton, IA 51034 
 
or 
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

 

China Lutheran Seminary in Hsinchu, Taiwan 

Make checks payable to “The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.” Include “Oliver-
Taiwan” in the memo line. Gifts can also 
be given securely online through the 
LCMS website, on my online giving page 
at www.lcms.org/oliver 

 

For our past news and donate 
button at Mission Central, go to  
https://missioncentral.us/oliver/ 
 

Check out our OIM website: 
international.lcms.com  
 
To give where needed most in Asia, go to this 
webpage: 
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/asiawhere-
needed-most 
 

Pray for a new president for CLS, my Luther Studies 
Director service, the CELC and our family. 

Gary caught a 
shrimp and 
he enjoys 
eating a 
grilled squid! 

The family 
celebrates Dad’s 
big birthday! 
How Old??  


