
This month, our church’s youth group gathered weekly at our home as 
usual for fellowship, dinner, and study, but one week was special.  
Right in our living room, two young women, Sokha and Pheakday, 
were baptized into Christ!  


WOOHOO! PRAISE THE LORD!  
Sokha (pictured below) is a recent believer who is also a new member 
of our group.  Pheakday (pictured left), however, has been a Christian 
for longer, but has been nervous about being baptized because of the 
difficulties it might present for her family, who are steeped in Khmer 
Buddhist and spirit practices.  (This is a common issue in Cambodia, 
where Christianity is viewed as a “foreign” religion.)  But finally she 
decided she would not delay longer and asked to come to the waters.

That night we studied Matthew 18, where Jesus’ disciples ask him 
about who is the greatest in the kingdom. Jesus, lifting up a small 
child, tells his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.”  We noted that even as the world tries to teach children 
how to become adults, Jesus teaches adults to become like children.  
That which society in Jesus’ time did not value, Jesus holds up as an 
example.  But how can one become a child again?  Nicodemus asked 
Jesus a similar question in John 3, and Jesus responded, “unless one 
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  

As Pastor Songim poured water over their heads in the name of the 
Triune God, Sokha and Pheakday became new-born babies, God’s 
own children and members in His kingdom.  And for all those 
gathered, we took time to remember our own baptism, dipping our 
fingers in the baptismal font and making the sign of the cross.  

Sokha and Pheakday now begin their baptismal lives of discipleship, 
continuing to depend on Jesus like little children as he uses them as 

salt and light to their families, friends, and 
communities. We challenged those 
gathered to come alongside of Sokha and 
Pheakday, loving and supporting them as 
sisters in Christ as they discover all that 
God has in store for them. Please take a 
moment to give thanks for and pray for 
Sokha and Pheakday.  Please pray for the 
youth group, also, which is taking shape 
as a community.

SEE MORE PICS/VIDEOS 
HERE!
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   - A
imee recently took on supporting two more missionaries in our LCMS Asia team. 

      
      

      
 - J.P. w

ent on an evangelism visit to
 Kampong Chhnang, resulting in a surprising baptism.  


      
      

     -
 This month, J.P. s

tarted reading the Khmer Bible!  H
e is slow and makes lots of mistakes, 


      
      

      
  but he has read through chapter 3 already!


	
 - J.P. s

at in on a seminar exploring weddings in Cambodia, specifically how Khmer Christians 


      
      

    c
an celebrate weddings that are both Christian and Khmer. 


    
 PR

AY
ER

S 

    - 
For all th

ose recently baptized into Christ, as they now live their baptism everyday.  


     -
 For an upcoming seminar on worship that J.P. w

ill le
ad in Siem Reap in late October.

Wanna help us impact the people of Cambodia? Give online here, or m
ail  

      
  a check to 1) P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 (payable to  

      
      

    T
he Lutheran Church—Missouri S

ynod), O
R 2) 40718 Highway  

      
      

      
     E

-16, Mapleton, IA
 51034 (payable to Mission Central).  

      
      

      
      

      
 For ALL checks, in the memo line write

  

    “
Cima family-Cambodia.”

llllllllllll
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