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News from Pastor Michael & Jen-Yi “Irene” Paul serving our Lord in Taiwan

OTaiwan
-

Pastor Paul’s Call

Pastor Paul is a theological
educator in Taiwan, serving
with the China Evangelical
Lutheran Church (CELC) and
China Lutheran Seminary
(CLS). He is called to teach,
write, and help plant and pas-
tor Lutheran churches.

To be added to or removed
from this mailing list, send an
email message to
michael.paul@lcmsintl.org with
the word ADD or REMOVE in
the subject line.

michael.paul@lcms.org

Vacation Bible School
A total of 42 children attended our mission
station’s five-morning VBS a few weeks
ago. The event was a great way to teach
children about the Triune God who cre-
ated, redeemed, and sanctifies them (the
theme was the Apostles’ Creed). Seven of
the children were from our mission sta-
tion, some were from other churches, and
13 were unchurched neighbors. We were
grateful that we were able to get to know
our unchurched neighbors’ families better,
so that we can have more opportunities to
share God’s Word with them in the future.
Please pray that we would indeed be able
to have good Gospel outreach to them in
the days to come.

o

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14 ESV




What can you pray for?

Thanks for:

e agood VBS program, through
which many children learned
God’s Word

e casing of some COVID-19
restrictions, so we can meet
people more easily now

Petitions for:

e good Gospel follow-up with
VBS families

e God’s Word & Spirit to save
people from fear & damnation

e our renewed efforts to reach
out to our neighbors with
God’s Word
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No. 98, 12F Lipeng Road
Hsinchu City 30072
TAIWAN, R.O0.C
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station’s crucifix

Our official website:

www.lcms.org/paul

There are many
opportunities to serve as
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current
list and download an appli-
cation at www.lcms.org/
service. Click on “Service
Opportunities.”

Trying to Keep the Ghosts Away

This month on the lunar calendar is “ghost month,” during which most Tai-
wanese try to pacify and scare away ghosts and evil spirits from their
neighborhoods. A few days ago was the high point of the month, when
nearly all homes and businesses set out incense and food sacrifices in front
of their buildings for the ghosts. In large apartment complexes like ours,
residents bring down boxes or bags of food, and the apartment staff takes
care of adding incense sticks to each bag and placing them all on tables in
front of the complex. At the end of the day the residents pick their food up
again and eat it at home. While many participate in this ritual without much
thought, as more of a cultural, society event, we continue to find that lots of
Taiwanese are quite superstitious and very concerned about the spirit world
and their own fate after death. Please pray for the work of the Church here
that God through His
Word and Spirit would
bring people from fear
and superstition to the
assurance and comfort
that comes only

* through Christ’s aton-
ing death and resurrec-
tion.

rifices in front of our apartment

Brief Updates

e Please pray for renewed plans to reach out to our neighbors
through a men’s English (with Bible) class, a women'’s Bible study,
and a children’s handbell class. The pandemic has hindered our
efforts over the past half year, and we hope to get more organized
again soon.

e I recently gave several presentations to the new group of students
at China Lutheran Seminary, including on “the central role of God’s
Word in the Lutheran Church” and also “how to study.”

e The China Evangelical Lutheran Church recently began a new effort
to strengthen the teaching and practice of the churches and pas-
tors of the seven Lutheran synods in Taiwan. The “Lutheran Fo-
rum” plans to hold seminars, classes, informal pastors’ gatherings
(Winkels), and produce and promote new teaching resources.

Keeping up-to-date: If you’re not receiving this newsletter by email but would
like to, please contact us at michael.paul@lcms.org. For frequent Facebook up-

To support our work financially, you may make checks payable (memo line:
“Support of Missionary Michael Paul”) to “The Lutheran Church—M issouri
Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod \
P.O. Box 66861

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 \

You can ALSO make checks payable to “Mission Central” and send your tax-
deductible gift to our friends at: Mission Central, 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton,
1A 51034.



