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Meet the Wood Family  
Matthew, Kali, Laurel, Eleanor, and Caroline 

serve in Medan, Indonesia with LCMS Interna-

tional. Matthew supports The Indonesian Chris-

tian Lutheran Church (GKLI), by mentoring 

pastors, providing continuing education, and 

overseeing translation projects.  

 More Updates at   
theseaside.asia! 

Thanksgiving 

• Blessings to work at home. 

• Continued Health. 

• Internet 

• Strong and consistent financial 
and prayer support from our 
support network. 

Supplication 

• Mental health, peace and pa-
tience during self-isolation. 

• To form friendships with Indo-
nesian people. 

• The GKLI as the church serves 
her people during this time. 

Prayers 

First Grade Complete! 
Kali reflects on homeschool-

ing Laurel through first 

grade. Lots of surprises! 

Thanks be to God for bless-

ing our first year of home-

school in Indonesia! 

GKLI feeds the hungry 
With grants from the 

international commu-

nity including the 

LCMS the GKLI dis-

tributes food during 

the covid-19 lockdown.  

 

Visit lcms.org/wood to  

Download our updated Prayer Card  

AND 

Send Support for the 

Lord’s Work in Indonesia. 

Learning How NOT To Do It Myself.  

   Jesus was once asked by a lawyer, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus 

responded with the story of The Good Samaritan and  replied with his own 

question, “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to 

the man who fell among the robbers?” This text has always impacted me 

from the perspective of providing for others, that is being a neighbor. Life 

here in Medan constantly breaks down my independence and God is 

teaching me what it means to need neighbors. We need good neighbors 

here. That need keeps us dependent on God and also teaches us how im-

portant it is to be a good neighbor to those who need it. 

 Getting projects done around the house is a lot different here in Medan 

than it was in Saint Louis, where I would go to the local hardware store, 

get the needed materials, return home, and complete the project. If need-

ed, I could call the plumber, landscaper, electrician, etc.  When you have to 

do business in a second language it’s often easier to just do things yourself 

rather than call for help. This is the story of how I learned not to do it my-

self. 

 Over the last few months we have seen our water bill gradually increase 

to an absurd $70.00 a month. Remember that we cannot drink the water 

and we don’t even have a shower in the house (it’s all bucket baths)! It was 

time to figure it out. So I had a project. 

 I had noticed a spot around an outdoor water faucet in our yard that was 

always muddy even though the sun shines on it all day every day. I dug 

around it and quickly realized two things. First, I was right, there was definitely a leak. Sec-

ond, I was in way over my head. I didn’t know anything about where to get the necessary 

tools and materials to complete the job.  

 After looking on the internet I realized that there is no ‘plumber’ to call. After asking 

around, two men came to the house and found the problem. Turns out an old pipe not even 

connected to our water meter had broken. It did need to be fixed, but it wasn’t the cause of 

our high water bills.  

 Then I set to finding all the leaky faucets, toilets, and pipes and started replacing them. I 

thought that this is the perfect time to install a shower, because one of the leaky faucets was 

in the bathroom. Guess who managed to break the pipe behind the tile wall. Me… I also 

learned that the water to the house doesn’t shut off completely. So with water coming out of 

the walls and with no plumber to call I desperately asked around for someone to repair the 

pipes, the tile wall, and install the shower. Two years ago I had no idea I would be learning 

Indonesian plumbing and tile vocabulary in a panic as water flowed from the walls. Any-

way, I found a couple of guys and they did an excellent job. 

 Many more rusty pipes and leaky faucets need fixing, but now I know who I can call and 

it is a huge stress relief. The whole situation has made me more appreciative of the im-

portance of relationships in this culture. We cannot bypass relationships and just call the 

big box company. Because the big box company does not exist. We have to know people. 

And while learning about this part of the  culture was and is stressful. I am grateful for it 

and am glad of the new relationships we have formed. I am thankful for those who prove to 

be a neighbor to me. 

http://theseaside.asia
https://www.theseaside.asia/blog/2020/6/12/first-grade-completed
https://www.theseaside.asia/blog/2020/6/8/gkli-feeds-the-hungry-during-covid-19-lock-down-the-lcms-helps
lcms.org/wood


Hymnal Update 

 Encouraging progress continues to be made on the Buku Iba-

dah Lutheran (BIL). Travel restrictions are definitely causing 

delays and frustrations, but thanks be to God for multiple ways 

modern technology allows us to communicate.  Nevertheless, 

please pray that the Lord allows us to travel and meet face to 

face with the whole GKLI Hymnal committee soon.  

 Major tasks that have been completed since the last newslet-

ter include: 

 Two proof reads of all the hymns that are not special trans-

lations specifically for this project. That’s about 265 hymns. 

 Compiling music for two liturgical patterns. 

 Formatting all 150 Psalms for inclusion in the BIL. 

 Compiling all hymn ‘meta-data’ author, tune, translator etc. 

 Compiling translations of the Small Catechism, Augsburg 

Confession, prayers, lectionaries, 

and calendars for the BIL. 

What still needs work: 

 Formatting two Divine Services. 

 Acquiring copyright permissions 

for various hymns. 

 Proofing of prayers and Psalms. 

 Introductions from the GKLI and 

the LCMS. 

KIDS’ 
Highlights from our Instagram: seasidewoods. 

Next year’s school books arrived and we couldn’t 

wait to open them! Laurel has already started to 

read through the literature material! 

YIKES! We were told by the person who sent this 

that it’s not even the original box! It’s probably 

best not to ship fragile things to Indonesia. 

 Laurel and Eleanor are excited to finally start leaving the 

house after almost four months at home. Unfortunately Caro-

line is not yet able to go into public places because she is too 

young to safely wear a mask. So we can’t go out as a family yet. 

However, the girls are excited to be able to visit friends and 

have friends over at the house.  

 We are also excited that Laurel finished 1st grade! We might 

start 2nd grade early as social distancing and travel restrictions 

will keep us home most of the summer.  

Rev. Matthew J. Wood 
Representative to Indonesia 
LCMS International 
C: 314.495.2623 | lcms.org/wood 
matthew.wood@lcms.org 
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Laurel’s birthday was May 15th, but in a way we 

are still celebrating because the Birthday Cards 

continue to trickle in.  

Continuing with a mail theme, apparently. We 

received some Christmas Cards… on May 8th. 

Even though they arrive late we really appreciate 

receiving them. 

COVID-19 Update 

 As of the writing of this newsletter 47,896 people have tested 

positive for covid-19 in Indonesia, 2,535 of whom have died 

and 19,241 have recovered. In the province of North Sumatera, 

where we live, a total of 1,115 people have tested positive 73 of 

whom have died and 263 have recovered. Ramadan has come 

to an end and the city of Medan is opening up again. Masks are 

required in public. Caroline, being 10 months old cannot safely 

wear a mask. So our ability to go out as a family is still very 

limited.  

We are still healthy and living in Medan, Indonesia.  

Our brothers and sisters in the GKLI 

are responding like most churches 

around the world. Services are online 

and they are doing their best to care 

for people who have been impacted 

economically by the stay at home 

orders. Through cooperation with 

various international church bodies 

and agencies, including the LCMS, 

the GKLI were able to distribute food 

to their communities. 

mailto:matthew.wood@lcms.org

