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kathryn.phillips@lcms.org  

Two empty botellones de 
agua waiting on our doorstep 
to be replaced with full ones! 

CULTURE CORNER 
Like most Latin American countries, 
we do not drink the running water in 
our houses. We do use this water for 
cleaning and bathing. So how do we 

get drinking water? We call the 
colmado (the corner convenience 
store) and order the botellones (5 
gallon water cooler jugs). A man 

brings the botellones on the back of 
his motorcycle to our door and we 

exchange our empty jugs for ones full 
of clean, drinking water. At first, 

calling the colmado is intimidating, 
but it is a necessary step for regular 

life in the DR. One of my first phone 
calls, I asked for tres (3) botellones, 

and the man brought seis (6)! 
Needless to say, we were well stocked 

with drinking water! 

Delivery has always been common in 
the DR. The colmado will deliver 

anything from their store. When we 
are visiting a home, it is normal for 

the host to call the colmado for 
refreshments to serve the guests. The 

pharmacies also deliver! 
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“I have said 
these things 
to you, that 
in me you 
may have 
peace. In 
the world 
you will 

have 
tribulation. 
But take 

heart, I have 
overcome 
the world.” 

John 16:33 
Outdoor Service of the Word at 
Iglesia Luterana Pan de Vida in 

Ozama, Santo Domingo. 

On May 28
th

, I celebrated one year of missionary service! The next day was 
8 months of me serving on the ground in the Dominican Republic. I am 
now halfway through my two-year deaconess internship. I knew to expect 
many different situations during my internship, but I did not expect to be 
navigating service in a foreign country during a global pandemic. 
Deaconesses are the mercy arm of the Church. As I talked with many of 
you last summer while support raising for this mission, I described a myriad 
of ways deaconesses serve. You may recall, they included mostly face-to-face 
interactions.  

I have been blessed with many opportunities to continue serving from my 
apartment throughout this time of “Quédate en casa (Stay home)”.  This has 
been strange for me as everything switched to a virtual platform. Some 
activities took a pause and new opportunities came forward. God has guided 
me and been present with me throughout this year of changes: moving from 
Indiana to Maryland, traveling for support raising, moving to a new country 
and navigating two cities. There have been tribulations of various kinds, 
especially in the past few months, but God has brought me through them 
and will continue to do so as more tribulations come. We can be comforted 
knowing that Christ has overcome all! 

The Dominican Republic is opening up (we are currently in Phase 2 of 4), 
bringing more changes. Some of my projects from the past few months are 
slowing down, making room to pick up previous mission activities as we are 
slowly able to gather together again. Praise be to God, our churches can 
now meet once a week and we are looking forward to soon being able to 
meet up to three times a week!  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

• Those affected by the virus, 
those who are sick, have 
anxiety, and those who have 
had plans change 

• Our pastors and government 
leaders as they make 
decisions as many 
communities open up. 

 

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• A wonderful year of 
missionary service and the 
opportunity to learn more in 
the next year of internship. 

• The ability to gather for in-
person worship services. 

 

PRAISE GOD FOR:  

• The many congregations 
and individuals who pray  
for us, encourage and 
support us  

 

I am very thankful for your support, especially over 
these past few months. Your prayers and financial 
support do not go unnoticed and bring me 
encouragement to continue sharing the gospel with 
the people I have been sent to serve here in the DR. 
Please feel free to send me an email with updates 
from your community and family. I enjoy keeping in 
touch with my partners in the ministry. 
 
Joyfully Serving in Christ, Kate Phillips 
                                          Deaconess Intern 

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 
 

To support the LCMS through the work of Kate Phillips, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: 

 The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
PO Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
 

   -or through- 
Mission Central 
40718 Hwy E16 
Mapleton, IA 51034 
 

Gifts can also be given securely online: 
lcms.org/phillips 

-or- 
missioncentral.us/phillips 

 
Please include “Phillips-Dominican Republic Support” on the memo line of your check. 

 

Missionary daughters Rachel 
and Abby holding up their 

craft after we studied Jonah. 

HLBP- Hogares Luteranos el 
Buen Pastor (Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Homes) now has a 
newsletter! If you would like to 
be added to the HLBP 
newsletter mailing list, please 
send me an email 
(kathryn.phillips@lcms.org). 
You can also find us on 
Instagram (lacasahogar.rd) and 
Facebook (just search for our 
name). Photo: Junior, Estefani, Ramona, 

and Moíses playing dominoes with Marisol. 

The Beautiful Inheritance group for LAC (Latin America and Caribbean) 
Missionary girls ages 9-15 is continuing into the summer! We have adjusted our 
schedule to every other week as regular activities are resuming. We are thankful 
for the opportunity the pandemic provided us in being able to start and 
continue a regular Bible Study for these girls living throughout Latin America. 

The emails keep rolling in with the email outreach program! This week, I will 
be passing the torch on to new deaconess intern, Emilie Stoller. It has been 
such a wonderful growth experience for me to share the gospel behind the 
computer screen with people I have never met, and are desperately looking for 
the sweet words of comfort only Christ can bring. 

This past Sunday, I was able to travel to Santo Domingo to worship with my 
brothers and sisters in Christ at Iglesia Luterana Amigos de Cristo and Iglesia 
Luterana Pan de Vida. It had been over 3 months since I had been with my 
brothers and sisters in Christ in the Capital. It was a joy-filled day to gather in 
the church once again and speak with my family in Christ face-to-face (behind 
the masks). Please pray for these congregations as our mission activities resume. 
There will be new challenges in meeting. Right now, public transportation is not 
an option so in-person participation will be limited for many people (including 
myself).  
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