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My class with four students playing a vocabulary game 

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message  
to joanna.johnson@lcmsintl.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in  
the subject line. 

SERVING THE LORD IN  

THAILAND 
NEWS FROM JOANNA JOHNSON  

https://www.lcms.org/joanna.johnson  

A New Type Teaching  

     I have now relocated and settled in 

Bangkok, Thailand. I am still teaching 

English, but my work here is very 

different from my work in Taiwan. 

     One difference is that, in Taiwan, I 

was teaching classes of 15-25 students 

and had around 300 total students. Here, 

most of my classes are one on one. A few 

of my classes have two students, and I 

have one class with four students and one 

class with seven students. I have around 

20-25 students total.  

     Another difference is that I was 

working in a school in Taiwan, but I am 

working at an English center here. This is 

largely the cause of the differences in 

class size, but it also is the cause of many 

other differences. In Taiwan, my classes 

were in the morning and afternoon, but, 

here, my classes are almost all in the 

evening, with a few in the afternoon. The 

exception to this is Saturday, when we 

teach from 9:00-5:00. We usually need to 

fit our classes in after our students finish 

school or work.  

     My schedule changes almost every 

day here. Sometimes my students can’t 

come one day or for several weeks, so I 

have classes canceled. I also often get 

new students or have students switching 

times. In Taiwan, since it was a normal 

school, these things only happened 

occasionally.  

     My work here is a new challenge and 

opportunity. It’s very different, but I am 

adjusting well. Please pray that God will 

use me, as He desires, in this new place 

and new way.  

The Advent altar at Into Light Church  

INTO LIGHT 
CHURCH:  
 

     Being in a new place means 
being a part of a new church. The 
church I attend here is Into Light 
Lutheran Church. It is a small Thai 
congregation. The services are 
almost only in Thai, but members 
of the congregation help me to 
know what is happening and 
translate the sermon for me.  

     One thing that is very 
convenient here is my commute to 
church and work. My apartment is 
on the third floor. The church is on 
the second floor of the same 
building. The English center is on 
the first floor. I rarely need to 
travel far and usually don’t have to 
wear shoes! (In Thailand, the 
common curtesy is not to wear 
shoes inside.) 
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There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 

Christmas   

Me, my student, my coworker, and my student’s mom after church     

  

    Christmas in Thailand looks 

very different, but, at the church 

and the English center, we still 

celebrate Jesus coming to Earth 

for us!  

     My Christmas this year will have a 

high in the mid-nineties and will be spent 

teaching my students. Most countries in 

Asia do not celebrate Christmas with a 

day off, and this includes Thailand. For 

missionaries, this gives us an extra 

opportunity to share about God’s love 

and why this is a special day for us. 

     The church and center host a 

Christmas block party every year, that 

will be the Saturday before Christmas. 

This allows connections to be made with 

the surrounding community, as well as 

sharing the message of Christmas.  

     We have also been celebrating Advent 

at church by lighting the Advent wreath 

each week. We will have a big Christmas 

celebration on the Sunday before 

Christmas.  

  

Last month, my mom and fiancé came to visit me. It 
was wonderful to spend time with them, and it also 

allowed them to meet for the first time. It gave me an 
opportunity to see more parts of Bangkok that I wouldn’t 
have otherwise. I’m very grateful that I was blessed with 

this time! Some time off for New Year will allow me to 
visit Taiwan and Richard, again. God is continually 

gracious to us and blesses us very much!  

VISITS 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

• The future, that God’s will 
may be known and carried 
out. 

• My students to know Jesus 
and His love. 

• Thailand to know Jesus and 
His love.  

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• The time to visit with my 
fiancé and my mom.  

• God calling me to teach in 
Thailand. 

• Jesus coming to Earth to live 
as a human and die for our 
sins. 

PRAISE GOD FOR:  

• Arranging better plans than 
we can imagine.   

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you.” Matt. 6:33 

Grace and Peace, 

- Joanna Johnson 

To support the LCMS through the work 
of Joanna Johnson, you may send a 
tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Joanna Johnson.” Gifts can 
also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website, on my online giving 
page at 
https://www.lcms.org/joanna.johnson. 

Wedding and Other Plans 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding 
 

    Richard and I will get married, in 

America, on February 29th. Our 

ceremony will be held at my home 

church. We prepared as many things as 

we could before I left America, and my 

family is, kindly, taking care of the rest 

of the ground work for us.  

     Our plan is for our wedding 

ceremony to be livestreamed online, so 

our friends and family who can’t travel 

to North Carolina can still celebrate with 

us. I intend to share the link for this on 

Facebook closer to our wedding day. If 

you would like me to email it to you, 

you can also let me know about this.  

 

 

 

 

Other Plans 

 

     Before the wedding, I will continue to 

teach in Thailand until the middle of 

February. This time will allow me to get to 

know my students more and more and will 

probably introduce me to more new 

students. This is a great opportunity  to 

connect them with the English center and 

the Thai Christians here. Please continue 

to pray for me and for the ministry here.  

     After the wedding, God has many, 

many wonderful plans, but I’m not sure 

what they will be, yet. Please pray for God 

to reveal His will and His call, and pray 

that we will be able to discern it. Please 

also pray that God will arrange everything 

to work out in the best way.  

You can also send your gifts of support 
to our dear friends at: 
Mission Central 
40718 Highway E-16 
Mapleton, Iowa  50134 
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