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A skit that was part of the Ambassadors of Reconciliation training 
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Asia Retreat  

     In Thailand, there is typically a break 

from work and school for the New Year. 

This year, I had a break for eleven days. I 

was very blessed to be able to spend this 

time in Taiwan. Of course, this is largely 

because I was able to see my fiancé, 

Richard, but it’s also because we were 

able to join an Asia-wide retreat for 

around half of this time.  

     Every two years or so, the Office of 

International Mission Asia region has a 

family retreat. This was the first one to 

take place while I have been on field. I’m 

so thankful that I was able to go. 

     Every morning, we had training from 

Ambassadors of Reconciliation to equip 

us to guide people through the 

reconciliation process. The Gospel is all 

about reconciliation: first, our 

reconciliation to God, then, our 

reconciliation to each other. This is the 

model that Ambassadors of 

Reconciliation uses. When we are in 

conflict with someone else, the first step 

is to find what has become our idol, what 

we are loving, trusting, or fearing more 

than God. Through confession and 

absolution, we are forgiven and set free. 

This enables us to also forgive others and 

be reconciled. The training was very 

interesting, beneficial, and humbling.  

     The other main focuses of the retreat 

were worship, fellowship, and rest. We 

had three worship services every day, and 

a lot of free time in the afternoon and 

evenings. It was wonderful to be able to 

get to know some of the other 

missionaries a little better, and worship 

our loving God together with them.  

 

Church friends 

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
AND FELLOWSHIP:  
 

     The church here continues to 
be a great blessing for me. Each 
week I am able to join an English 
Bible study with two other 
Americans. After that, I join the 
Church service and one of my 
friends translates for me. I am 
also able to regularly receive the 
Lord’s Supper. 

     In addition, I am able to have 
weekly fellowship with many dear 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Some are American, but most are 
Thai. Thanks be to God for the 
wonderful gifts He gives us 
through churches!  
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    I had a wonderful time 

celebrating Christmas with my 

students and the church here! 

     The week of Christmas was filled with 

many blessings for me. The Christmas 

block party was a wonderful opportunity 

to celebrate Jesus’ birth with the 

community, and let people know what 

Christmas is really about. 

     One of the highlights of this 

Christmas, for me, was the party for the 

congregation after church on the Sunday 

before Christmas. It was a time of great 

joy, full of games and laughter. We ate 

together, sang together, and talked 

together. 

     Since I taught classes on Christmas, I 

got to spend that week having special 

classes that shared about the meaning of 

Christmas. We had fun and learned about 

Jesus. It was a good week. 

     There was not a Christmas Eve 

service here, but I did get to join three 

Christmas Eve services through video 

(One in Taiwan, two in America). I also 

got to spend lots of time video chatting 

with my fiancé and family. It was truly a 

blessed Christmas!  

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 

The congregation Christmas party 

Winter in Thailand has come to an end. This means, 
instead of having highs in the 90s some days, we have 
highs in the 90s every day. This was a bit of a problem 
for a few weeks when the air conditioner in my room 
was broken. Comfortable sleeping required a bit of 

creativity! I am happy to report, however, that my air 
conditioner is now fixed and working great! Thanks to 

God for this small, but impactful gift. 

THE END OF WINTER 

Christmas Celebrations 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

• Richard to get his visa 
smoothly. 

• God to continue the work He 
is doing in Thailand. 

• Peace in this busy time. 

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• Friends and fellowship. 

• The shrinking number of 
days until my wedding. 

• God’s plan that is always 
better than our own. 

PRAISE GOD FOR:  

• The all-sufficient grace He 
offers all of us.  

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you.” Matt. 6:33 

Grace and Peace, 

- Joanna Johnson 

To support the LCMS through the work 
of Joanna Johnson, you may send a 
tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Joanna Johnson.” Gifts can 
also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website, on my online giving 
page at 
https://www.lcms.org/joanna.johnson. 

Planning and Preparations 

 

 

 

 

 

Busy, Busy, Busy 
 

    This month and next month are a very 

busy time for me, Richard, and my 

family. The wedding will be February 

29th, and we have just over a month left. 

This means everything has kicked into 

high gear, as far as preparations for the 

wedding go. Since I am still in Thailand 

(and Richard is still in Taiwan), most of 

the work is being handled by my family. 

Even so, I seem to be busier and busier 

with everything I need to do. I am so 

thankful for my family and everything 

they do for me! I am looking forward to 

the wedding very much. Anyone who 

wants to join through live video on 

February 29th at 10:00am eastern time 

can go to 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChr

UczypaHm_r7T98vutWRw 

 

Visa  

 

     Preparing for the wedding is not the 

only thing that has us so busy. Richard is 

nearly at the end of the process for getting 

his fiancé visa. Where we live and what 

we do is largely dependent on whether he 

gets this visa or not. If he doesn’t get it, he 

can apply another way and we will still 

have the wedding. The soonest we will 

find out if he will get the visa or not is 

early February. The latest we will know is 

mid-February. The process and the waiting 

are both stressful, so your prayers would 

be greatly appreciated. We are confident, 

however, that God will arrange the best 

plan. We aren’t positive what that is, right 

now, but He is, and we trust Him. Thank 

you for your prayers.  

You can also send your gifts of support 
to our dear friends at: 
Mission Central 
40718 Highway E-16 
Mapleton, Iowa  50134 
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