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Feliz Navidad 

“…and suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and peace among 

those with whom he is please!” 
Luke 2:13-14

  On December 14th congregations of the Lutheran Church in 
Panamá gathered together for the annual Christmas concert held 
in Sorá this year. Each congregation wore a specific color and sang  
Christmas carols and hymns. It was a beautiful time shared as the 
congregations eagerly looked forward to celebrating the birth of 
the Christ. Christmas is a big celebration in Panamá. Decorations 
arrive in stores in September and many set up their lights and 
nativities well ahead of Christmas.  
  We hope that this Christmas season is a blessing to you and your 
families.  We pray  that  your  time  in  worship  is  one  of  joyful 
expectation and wonder at the news that God would come to us 
to bring forgiveness life and salvation through His Son Jesus. We 
also pray that you have a safe and happy celebration of the New 
Year.  Thank  you  for  your  prayers,  cards,  messages  of 
encouragement and support of the past year. We say it often, but 
we would not be able to continue doing what we do without your 
partnership. Merry Christmas!
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Did you know? 

Lake Gatún (Panamá Canal) is 
1.3 meters lower than is normal 
for this time of the year with the 
dry months coming! 

Ezra’s Corner 

This is my first Christmas with 
Aviva. Every morning when I 
wake up I show her how to do 
the Advent calendar and turn 
on the Christmas tree. Dad says 
that I can help her open her 
Christmas gift this year because 
she still can’t do it. She likes to 
wear her dresses and really 
likes looking at Christmas 
lights. I hope you have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 

PANAMÁ NEWS
NEWS FROM THE GAUTHIER FAMILY

mailto:brian.gauthier@lcms.org


Vol. 4 Issue XII December 2019

Panamá Foro 
The pastors, deaconesses, and 
leaders  of  the  church  of 
Panamá  gathered  on 
December 17 for an important 
meeting  to  discuss  both  the 
vision and work being done in 

Panamá as a result  of the Panamá Foro (Forum)  as  well  as  for 
conversations about the various challenges that are a reality for 
each congregation. The conversation was not an easy one to have. 
Foro projects have hit significant snags due to both permit issues 
and waiting on government bureaucracy as well as our team not 
being able  to accomplish tasks,  for  various reasons.  Thanks to 
some time in prayer and the work of the Holy Spirit  amongst 
brothers  and sisters,  what  could  have  descended into  a  name-
calling  blame  game  ended  up  being  honest  conversations, 
heartfelt  apologies,  and forgiveness granted.  How fortunate we 
are  in  the church to have this  as  our  reality.  Business  and big 
corporations care little for forgiveness and reconciliation or for 
doing what is best for the sake of one’s neighbor. We confess that 
we are not bosses in the church nor lords of it, but rather under-
shepherds of the Good Shepherd. We are here to serve the Lord 
and his  people entrusted to us whether it  be in the mountain 
village of Sorá or the bustling neighborhood of Los Andes II in 
Panama City. Our next Foro partners meeting is February 11-14, 
2020 and we look forward to  hosting  partners  from three  US 
congregations, but we have much work to do before that date! 
Please  hold  our  team in  your  prayers  as  we  plan  and  prepare 
throughout  January  and  early  February.  Please  also  keep  the 
permit situation in your prayers as we believe we finally have all 
documents in order for tax exemption and construction for the 
Balboa  property  roof  project.  And  give  thanks  with  me  that 
because of Jesus we are forgiven and can forgive.
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
& THANKSGIVING

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

• Safe travels and a restful 
vacation for Pastor Lopez and 
his family. 

• the family of Pastor Luis 
Coronado (Venezuela) who 
was found murdered after 
being missing for a few days. 

• a safe remainder of the holiday 
season in Panamá (many are 
on the road). 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 

• A wonderful Christmas Concert 
for the Lutheran Church of 
Panamá hosted in Sorá. 

• Elena who has found a new 
church home at El Redentor in 
Balboa.

To support the LCMS through 
the work of Brian & Amanda 
Gauthier, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to:  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
 
Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. Mark checks “Support of 
Brian Gauthier.” Gifts can also 
be g iven secure ly on l ine 
through the LCMS website, on 

my on l i ne g i v ing page a t 
lcms.org/gauthier. 
You can also send your gifts to 
our friends at:

Mission Central  
     40718 Highway E-16  
       Mapleton, IA 51034
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