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SAXONY, GERMANY 
NEWS FROM THE CECIL FAMILY  

LCMS.org/CECIL/GiveNow Ostern (Easter) Review  
It has been nearly two months since Easter, but we cannot help but reflect on what our Pastor 

said to the Chemnitz refugee congregation on Easter Monday.  He said that most Saxon Germans 
have not heard the Easter message, and somebody has to share it with them.  Why in the world 
would a persecuted refugee who has fled his homeland and integrates in the German community 
want to complicate life any more than it already is?  Just as the tomb could not hold Jesus, the gift 
of faith by grace given to us also cannot hold us back from proclaiming the great Easter message of 
love to ALL people. Er ist auferstanden. Er ist Wahrhaftig auferstanden! Alleluia! Yes, He is Risen 
Indeed! 

In the past two months, we witnessed Pfarrer Stefan Dittmer baptize 27 Iranians on two 
separate occasions.  Not only is our Pastor working to make this mission possible, but many 
members of the Dresden SELK congregation have stepped up.  One very notable person that we 
have worked with over the past year is Herr Ulrich Schroeder. 

An interview with Herr Ulrich Schroeder: “It is fourteen years ago that the Wittenberg project 
led to my first contact with LCMS, I was member of the SELK leadership at that time. Four years ago, 
we had the memorable opening of the Old Latin School in Wittenberg, which I still serve as one of 
two directors.  Six years ago, I was invited to assist the SELK congregation in Leipzig, the first SELK 
congregation already active some years in mission work amongst Iranians, to acquire the unused 
Lukaskirche from the Saxon state church, acquired 2017 for 1 Euro. 

    
It was some eight years ago that two Iranian families joined our congregation in Dresden, 

both have since moved away within Germany. In early 2016, the state government moved many 
Iranian refugees from Leipzig, where they had contact with Missionary Hugo Gevers, to Chemnitz 
area, an hour’s drive from Dresden. Our Pastor Dittmer was requested to care for them, which he 
was able to do, because the elder daughter of the erstwhile Iranian family had continued schooling 
in the vicinity, was proficient in both Farsi and German, and willing to help.  

Thorough Lutheran baptismal instruction for at least six months and dedicated attention of 
refugee needs by Pastor Dittmer has led to strong growth in Chemnitz and more recently in 
Dresden. Some 75 Iranians have since been baptized, some 20 baptized Christians joined, and 
further some 20 are now under baptismal instruction. They are now regular attendants of weekly 
instruction and church services, offered in a rented church in Chemnitz, and in the SELK church in 
Dresden. Initially mainly men, now increasingly women and children attend. Active participation in 
the German liturgy is developing well, Pastor Gevers officiates in Farsi. 
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A year ago, Karen and Carl Cecil arrived in Leipzig, where already two LCMS missionaries 
were active. After participating in a discussion in Dresden with them, partly to bridge the language 
gap (I was born and grew up in South Africa, where great-grandfather and grandfather had been 
missionary and Lutheran pastor), Cecils moved to Dresden to assist here and in Chemnitz. 

It is not easy for English speakers to accept a local language as a prerequisite for 
communication.  Here in Dresden with our Pastor and with the local authorities, which refugees 
have to frequent, German is a must. Following my insistence, particularly Carl has been admirably 
active in “conquering the German language,” as he says. Thus, they now cultivate good diaconic 
relationships with Iranians, and can increasingly provide relief for local government appointments 
by refugees.  And, of course, they regularly attend church service both in Dresden and Chemnitz, 
where Pastor Gevers, and sometimes Pastor Tepper from Plauen, assist our Dresden Pastor. 

We have experienced many events with the belief that God is blessing this Gospel outreach 
to Iranians and are grateful for the Cecils’ role in this process.” 

 
Prayers: 
• For the newly baptized to grow in faith across cultures and live the life of the baptized. 

• Thanksgiving for Jesus Christ who lived, died, resurrected and ascended just for us. 

• Our donor family who prays for us and generously brings the light of Christ to this mission field 
 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are.  The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.” 1 John 3:1 
ESV 

 

Blessings, Carl & Karen Cecil 

Support LCMS work of Carl & Karen Cecil; send a tax-deductible gift to:  

LCMS.org/CECIL/GiveNow 
Or Mail Check to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  
or 
Mission Central – LCMS World Mission 
40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, Iowa 51034 
 

Chemnitz Refugee baptisms,  

St. Petri, Dresden 


