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News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia eric.stinnett@lcms.org

The Evangel in Ethiopia

Addis Ababa—The fall semester is now in full swing.
I am teaching two classes at the MA level, Worship:
Theory and Practice as well as Practical Theology.
These are both classes that I have taught in the past and
feel well prepared for. I have a good idea of the issues
most relevant to the EECMY and the kind of questions
my students will ask. Iam also teaching a class in a
new program called Post-Graduate Diploma (PGD).
This program is designed for students who have already
earned a Bachelor degree in a secular field but now
want to study theology and become professional church
workers. It is a one-year intensive program providing
the theological training that would come with the Bach-
elor of Theology degree, but none of the general educa-
tion classes since these students would have already
covered those in their previous degree program. For the
PGD program, I am teaching a class on Biblical Read-
ing and Interpretation. 1 have taught similar classes on
the same topic for both the MA and BTh programs and Eric teachlng at the Mekane
am therefore well prepared for this class as well. Yesus Seminary in Addis

In addition to my teaching, I am advising three MA

students on their thesis work. All three have good ideas for topics that address very rele-
vant topics to their home areas; the interaction and relationship between church and gov-
ernment, changing life-style and morality issues among the youth, and evaluating the ef-
fectiveness and adequacy of teaching in new member classes. I will be meeting regularly
. with these student as they begin to conduct their research and write their papers.

Did you know...? I love the beginning of the fall semester. It is a joy to meet the new incoming students,
Meskel was just celebrated their enthusiasm and excitement to be here is quite infectious. The returning MA students
this past September 27th here bring with them a theological maturity that wasn’t there yet in the first year, and their

in Ethiopia. It celebrates the sense of urgency to learn as much as possible before graduating in only two more semes-
legend of the finding of the ters serves to reinforce for me the seriousness of why we are here. This is quickly becom-

. ing my favorite time of year. Ithank God that I am here, doing what He has given me to
true cross and is probably the do% Y Y g g

second most important holi-
day for the Orthodox. The
lighting of fires and burning
crosses to commemorate this
event 1s seen all over Ethio-

pia.

Meskel Arrlves

R
i These are known as “Meskel” or cross

flowers and bloom all over Ethiopia dur-
¢ ing the last part of September during the
*! time when the celebration of Meskel
comes. People collect them to decorate
r their homes and Meskel celebratlons —
they are such a welcome changg ™
after the rainy season. ot
73

Amharic—To say: “cross” you would say, a2ah&
(mes-kell).




PLEASE PRAY FOR:
-for Ethiopia and her lead-
ers as peace seems elusive
- Eric as he continues teach-
ing and participating in
workshops for the students
-our language training after
having the summer off

-the Rabe family who are
great friends and coworkers
-our LCMS team as we all
travel to Uganda this week
for continuing education
GIVE THANKS FOR:
-the work that is being done
by the Lord in Ethiopia
with regard to the Hymnal
Project and for Deaconess
Sandra Rhein

-for a productive and in-
formative meeting with top
EECMY and LCMS execu-
tives for the furtherance of
the Gospel here in East Af-
rica

PRAISE GOD FOR:
-God’s continued blessings
for the students who are
studying here at the MYS
-all of our LCMS support-
ers in prayer and finances

~for the seriousness of the

students who study here
-good health for our family

What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately?
j ¢ 3’ 9 Y

Clockwise from top left: O
Rev. Tashome (General Sec- | »
retary of EECMY) and Rev.
Kevin Robson (Chief Mis-
sion Officer LCMS) enjoy-
ing fellowship time in an
Ethiopian coffee house;
Rev. Kevin Robson, Rev.
James Baneck (Executive
Director of Pastoral Educa-
tion), Dr. Detlev Schultz
(Professor from Concordia Theological Seminary,
: Fort Wayne), Rev. Dan McMil-
| ler (Director of Olffice of Inter-
% national Mission): Eric, Dea-
coness Sandra Rhein (LCMS

i (our Amharic teacher) working
= on a hymnal for the EECMY;

Eric with Tsegahun (EECMY

Director of Youth Missions);

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people.
We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch)

and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 3! And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides
me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the
work which God has laid before us.

[ Sewice To Christ- Enic, Jolarma, Raclael, Naoni € Like

Missions Anyone?
There are many
opportunities to serve as
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current
list and download an appli-
cation at lcms.org/service.
Click on “Service Opportu-
nities.”

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either:
Mission Central The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
c/o Gary W. Thies P.O. Box 66861

40718 Highway E 16 OR St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 Checks payable to: LCMS
Checks payable to: Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia

Mission Central
Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia

Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett
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