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ended. All of the paper god money printing stores, incense stores, god and god altar stores and craftsmen would be out of business.  Based on what I’ve witnessed in the lives of Taiwanese friends who have come to faith in Christ, the response of family and close friends has often been hostility toward Christ and the change that had occurred in that person’s life.

In Mark’s Gospel account, the intention of Legion for the man is clear from the picture of the man when he was possessed and then by what happened to the pigs when the spirits went into them. My students and I have discussed how God’s law that we should not worship other gods or idols is ultimately for our good. It is not only a command because God is the only one deserving of such glory. We have discussed how in the temple rituals and ghost worship there are real dark forces at work.

The Bible study was also convicting for me. It made me think of how I would respond. I have known so many friends here who have gone from complete spiritual darkness to an overflow of praise and lives filled with acts of service and worship. Though God has blessed me with lifelong opportunities for service and hearing His Gospel, my lifestyle does not always reveal the benefits I have enjoyed as a beloved child of God in the same way some of my newly adopted brothers’ and sisters’ lives shout the Gospel.  God’s Word through Mark made me consider how many idols still stand in the way of completely bowing before the Lordship of Christ in my day to day life. 

The life of a Christian is truly an every day death of the Old Adam and taking hold of the freedom that we now have to obey and serve Christ. Our idols keep us enslaved to our old selves, unable to proclaim Christ or be of service to His kingdom. In Christ, however, we have a new life and a new freedom to follow. We become Christ’s instruments for proclamation of His Gospel.  Mark’s Gospel account did not mention the man having any special training or special personal talents. Mark succinctly states that the man was once living alone in the graves, chained and tormented by demons. He later was in his right mind, clothed, and in an understandable manner sharing with people how Jesus had changed him. 
Christ commands us to do the same. He does not command all people to go overseas, or to serve full time in the church as workers. He does not suggest that people be well-educated, eloquent with words, or even extroverted. Numerous Biblical accounts show God using the weak, seemingly insignificant and vulnerable, sinful people to share how God had shown them mercy in Jesus. This is what the daily life of a Christian looks like in Taiwan or the States.
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“ And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.”                                                                  Mark 5:17-20
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	Next week is Taiwan’s Moon Festival holiday.  It is a day to celebrate the new autumn moon and fall as well as another auspicious day in Buddhist and Taoist calendars for ancestor worship.  People celebrate by barbequing with friends, shooting fireworks, and enjoying reunions with family.  The secular aspects of the festivities resemble those of many American summer holidays.  


There is, however, another darker side to the festival. It is one of the times of year in which the large sacrifices are made in temples to appease ghosts.  Much temple worship and huge god parades also take place. It is a time of great spiritual darkness and a powerful reminder of the warfare with Satan and his demons that continues to take place every day in this world.


This week we studied Mark chapter five in our personal Bible study.  It is the account of how Jesus drove demons out of a man dwelling in the graveyard.  The man had been assaulted by the demons for a long time and finally they were commanded out into pigs, which immediately ran off a cliff into the sea.  After witnessing this and seeing the man in his right mind, the villagers responded by commanding Jesus to leave.


The story caused me to reflect on the spiritual darkness in this part of Taiwan. I considered how people in this community might respond If idol worship suddenly ended.


	 
































This is a local temple that hosts activities during Mid-Autumn Festival.  





Moon Cakes are very popular during this time of the year.  Some are delicious like the one shown.  Others are “interesting.”











Prayer Requests


Please pray for continued health and healing for both of us as we have battled flu and ear infections among other health challenges.


Praise God for discussions my student May has been having with her Christian son about God.  Please pray that her heart would be opened and that she would hear and believe the Gospel.


Please pray for Andrew as he begins a new semester, that he would be strengthened and encouraged to proclaim the Gospel in truth and boldness.
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We Thank God for You!





Your prayers and encouragement are greatly appreciated! If you would like to financially support the ministry in Taiwan, please make checks payable to LCMS World Mission, clearly designating for Andrew and Noel Schaff, and send to:





The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod


1333 S. Kirkwood Road


St. Louis, MO 63122-7295





Or adopt us as missionaries through Mission Central in Mapleton, IA. You can contact our friends at Mission Central using the following address:





Mission Central


40718 Highway E 16


Mapleton, Iowa 51034


Phone: 712-882-1029	


You can email Gary at Gary.Thies@lcms.org





“I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints.”	Philemon 2:4 








Pray for Us


Andrew and Noel Schaff





Thanks!


Thank you for all of your prayers and financial support!  Your prayers, mail and email continually encourage us.  We look forward to sharing more of what the Lord is doing in Taiwan with you in upcoming newsletters.  





Peace in Christ,


Andrew and Noel Schaff








Email us at:


noel_beth19@hotmail.com
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