
888-THE LCMS • lcms.org • infocenter@lcms.org  |  1

 

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message  
to charles.cortright@lcms.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in  
the subject line.

charles.cortright@lcms.org

If it’s Tuesday, this must be Vilnius!
Just like in the U.S., the last weeks of 
August before school starts have been 
very busy for us. Our Eurasia region’s 
once-a-year meeting always comes in 
mid-August, so Connie and I made plans 
to travel to Vilnius, Lithuania, for it, but 
by way first of Riga,  Latvia, and 
Tallinn, Estonia. (Yes, this was partly a 
brief vacation!) Our visas in Russia limit 
us to being 90 days in-country at any 
one stretch, so it was a good time to take 
a trip for the sake of “resetting” the time 
on our visas before the start of teaching 
on September 3 at the seminary in 
Koltushi. 

We flew to Riga and then took a day-
tour through northern Latvia and 
southern Estonia to the medieval city of 

Tallinn, Estonia’s capital. There we got 
to visit a Russian-speaking Lutheran 
congregation and met the pastor who 
had once studied at Concordia, St. 
Louis. After the service, I was invited to 
greet the members through a translator. 
We were also invited to stay for a post-
service tea, and then our translator’s 
wife, Yulia, insisted on showing us 
around the old city—even though she 
was 7 months pregnant! We have been 
overwhelmed many times by the 
kindness and generosity of people here. 

From Tallinn, it 
was off to 
Vilnius to the 
church where 
our regional 
meetings were 
to take place. 
Like many 
churches, the 

Vilnius church had been “repurposed” 
under communism, but after freedom, it 
has been restored as a church and as the 
parish of Bishop 
Mindaugus 
Sabutis, a young, 
stalwart leader 
among 
confessional  
European 
Lutherans.  

Our meetings were focused on 
presentations by Pr. Peter Bender from 
Wisconsin on using the Catechism in the 
mission field—wonderful! The regional 
meeting is a high point of the year that 
allows us to see each other from across 
our far-flung region, to meet with new 
mission workers and our leaders, and to 
pray and worship together. Bp. Sabutis 
preached for our closing communion 
service. We ended our conference with a 
group picture gathered around the statue 
of Luther in the church’s courtyard. 
Then it was off back to Russia. We’re 
ready to begin teaching!  

Bp. Sabutis in front of the chancel 
in Vilnius

DINNER WITH THE 
BISHOP
On our last night in Vilnius, we had 
the pleasure of sharing the table at 
the restaurant with Bishop Sabutis.  
Having grown up under 
communism and coming of age 
when freedom was achieved, he 
has many stories to share.

Most striking to me was how he 
spoke of the catechization of the 
young, including his own children. 

Modern Lithuania’s life has been 
punctuated by persecution: the 
Nazis in WWII; the Soviets in the 
post-war era.  “Oh, yes,” he said, 
“We must see to it that the young 
are well able to stand in the faith 
when persecution comes again.” I 
was struck by that: not “if,” but 
“when” persecution comes again. 
This is faith that does not take 
itself for granted, but faith that has 
been tested in the past and fully 
expects to be tested in the future.

Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Tho’ pressed by many a foe;
That will not waver on the brink
Of poverty or woe.   TLH 396:1
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
• God’s blessing as the new 

school year begins at the 
Ingrian seminary

• Christian’s continuing 
recovery from surgery

• Our learning of the Russian 
language

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
• Our granddaughter, Ana’s, 

safe eye surgery 
• The opportunity in our region 

to gather for mutual learning, 
worship, and support

• The welcome we have 
received from the people of 
the Ingrian Lutheran Church

• Our network of supporters 
and partners in the US

PRAISE GOD FOR: 
• The faithful witness and work 

of our partner churches in 
the region and around the 
world

THANK YOU for your interest in our work 
here in Russia and for reading this newsletter. 
Connie and I thank you for your prayers.  

Your support is what allows us to be here to 
help supply pastors to preach the Word in 
Russia. Information about how to give in 
support of this work is at the bottom of this 
page.  

The Lord bless and keep you and yours!

What’s up with…?

Christian 

Our grandson, Christian (3), continues 
to recuperate from brain surgery in July. 
He is doing a little better day-by-day; he 
is back in his own bedroom and enjoys 
interacting with his brother and sisters. 
Thanks for your continuing prayers! 

Fitting in St. Petersburg 

When life 
starts to feel 
a bit 
routine, it is 
a good thing 
when living 
overseas. 
We keep 
discovering 
new aspects 
of our 

surroundings, of course, but we feel at 
home more and more, especially with 
church. Sundays we attend an English 
service at the Annenkirche at 9:30 and 
then head over to historic St. Mary’s 
Lutheran to attend the Russian service 
for the sake of learning the liturgy and 
hearing Russian. I will be teaching a 
Bible class (via translation) there on 
Jeremiah in September! 

Seminary teaching 

Classes start at the Theological Institute 
(seminary) on September 3. I will be 
teaching courses on the Major and 
Minor Prophets, and on the Wisdom and 
Poetry Literature (Job, Psalms, etc.) to 

students and to pastors during the 
semester. Please pray for the work, the 
students, and the Word!  

- Charles and Connie Cortright St. Mary’s Lutheran Church

To support the LCMS through the work of Charles and Connie Cortright, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: 

     The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central  
     P.O. Box 66861 Attn: Gary W. Thies, Missionary/Advocate                    

 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 40718 Highway E 16   
               Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Write Cortright-Eurasia Support on the memo line.                           
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on my online giving page at www.lcms.org/cortright

mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
http://www.lcms.org/cortright
http://www.lcms.org/cortright

